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The  First  Baptist  Church 
of  Burlington 


A  Centennial  History 
1887-1987 


By  Don  Bolden 


FORWORD 

The  First  Baptist  Church  of  Burlington  was  100  years  old  in  July  of  1987. 
In  keeping  with  that  anniversary,  this  history  of  the  church  was  compiled  to 
provide  a  record  of  the  first  century.  The  information  came  from  church  minutes, 
records  and  from  old  bulletins,  clippings,  letters  and  from  a  history  written  by 
Minwal  Butler  Hadley.  This  work  brings  together  the  history  of  the  church  in 
a  single  volume  which  I  hope  will  be  a  record  for  use  in  the  years  to  come.  My 
thanks  to  all  who  helped— Dr.  Dale  Steele,  Betty  Walker,  the  members  of  the 
Historical  Committee  and  various  members  who  supplied  information. 

Don  Bolden 


Historical  Committee 

1987  Centennial  Year  1989 

Mrs.  Ruth  Kent  (chm.)  Mrs.  Jerry  Horton  (chm.) 

Mrs.  Gladys  Wrenn  Mrs.  Eva  Webster 

Mrs.  Nadine  Boring  Mrs.  Margaret  Huffstetler 

Mrs.  Eva  Webster  Mrs.  Nevida  Layton 

Mrs.  Jerry  Horton  Mrs.  Ruth  Kent 

Mrs.  Martha  Hewitt  Mrs.  Norma  Skeels 


FIRST  BAPTIST  PASTORS 


Albert  Thompson  Hord 

Born 

July  29,  1852 

at  Double  Shoals,  N.  C. 

Died 

October  1,  1922 

Buried  at  Cleveland,  N.  C. 

Pastor 

1887-1889 


Thomas  Hume 

Born 

October  21,  1836 

in  Portsmouth,  Virginia 

Died 

July  15,  1912 

Buried  in  Waynesboro, 

Virginia. 

Pastor 

1889-1890 


James  Brantley 
Richardson 

Born 

June  16,1839 

in  Moore  County,  N.  C. 

Died 

September  7,  1912 
in  High  Point,  N.  C. 

Pastor 

1890-1892 


John  Caswell  Hocutt 


Robert  Van  Deventer 


Julius  S.  Corpening 


Born 

Born 

Born 

November  7,  1849 

August  8,  1857 

January  5,  1869 

in  Johnston  County, 

N. 

C. 

in  South  River, 

in  Burke  County,  N.  C. 

Died 

New  Jersey 

Died 

August  4,  1912 

Died 

June  11,  1944 

in  Graham,  N.  C. 

June  19,  1934 

in  Lancaster,  S.  C. 

Pastor 

Buried  in  Edenton, 

N. 

C. 

Pastor 

1893-1894 

Pastor 

1895-1896 

1897-1898 

IMMl/ 


George  H.  Church 

Born 

March  14,  1849 

in  Ashe  County,  N.  C. 

Died 

June  20,  1928 

in  Statesville,  N.  C. 

Pastor 

1899-1901 


Nathanial  Sidney  Jones      Andrew  Wilson  Setzer 


Born 

August  1,  1857 
near  Raleigh,  N.  C. 

Died 

December  7,  1906 
in  Raleigh,  N.  C. 

Pastor 

1902-1903 


Born 

June  17,  1872 

in  Catawba  County,  N.  C. 

Died 

November  22,  1922 
in  Maiden,  N.  C. 

Pastor 

1904-1906 


C.  Almon  Upchurch 

Born 

March  18,  1879 
in  Apex,  N.  C. 

Died 

July  17,  1954 
in  Raleigh,  N.  C. 

Pastor 

1906-1908 


Samuel  Lewis  Morgan         Martin  W.  Buck 


Born 

December  23,  1871 

in  Sperryville,  Virginia 

Died 

August  8,  1972 

in  Winston-Salem,  N.  C. 

Pastor 

1909-1912 


Born 

January  16,  1858 
in  Perth  Amboy, 
New  Jersey 

Died 

October  7,  1938 

Buried  in  Burlington,  N.  C. 

Pastor 

1913-1933 


Albert  Daniel  Kinnett 

Carlton  Sylvester 

Dale  O.  Steele 

Born 

Prickett 

Born 

January  17,  1890 

Born 

October  6,  1933 

in  Jonesville,  S.  C. 

June  9,  1902 

In  Charlotte,  N.  C. 

Died 

in  Commerce,  Georgia 

Pastor 

November  3,  1946 

Died 

1969- 

in  Burlington,  N.  C. 

December  13,  1984 

Pastor 

in  Burlington,  N.  C. 

1933-1946 

Pastor 

1947-1969 

Churches  We  Assisted  In  Organizing 
With  Leadership  and  Funds 

Hocutt  Memorial  Baptist  Church  ..  1913 

Glen  Hope  Baptist  Church  1927 

Ossipee  Baptist  Church  1933 

City  Lake  Baptist  Church  1947 

Fellowship  Baptist  Church  1952 

Holly  Hill  Baptist  Church  1972 


Churches  We  Sponsored 

Glencoe  Baptist  Church  1893 

Kinnett  Memorial  Baptist  Church    1944 

Grove  Park  Baptist  Church  1945 

Northside  Baptist  Church  1949 

College  Presidents 

Dr.  Norman  Adrian  Wiggins 
Dr.  Christopher  White 


THE  FIRST  QUARTER  CENTURY 

Not  long  after  Alamance  County  was  formed  in  1849  by  the  North  Carolina 
Legislature,  approval  was  given  for  the  construction  of  a  railroad  line  through 
the  middle  of  the  state. 

That  railroad  would  run  from  Goldsboro  to  Charlotte,  providing  an  economic 
lifeline  as  well  as  a  major  transportation  artery  for  the  central  part  of  the  state. 

It  would  also  be  the  reason  for  a  number  of  new  towns  to  develop  along  the  way. 

When  approval  was  given  for  the  rail  line,  no  final  route  was  approved.  That 
was  left  to  the  engineers  and  experts,  but  it  was  a  decision  which  was  much 
anticipated  by  several  areas  of  North  Carolina. 

Giles  Mebane  was  Alamance  County's  representative  in  the  legislature  at  that 
time,  and  he  worked  long  and  hard  to  get  that  line  through  Alamance.  One  sug- 
gested route  would  have  carried  the  railroad  south  through  Chatham  and  Ran- 
dolph County  and  on  to  Charlotte.  That  route  had  much  favor  in  the  legislature, 
but  Mebane  fought  hard  to  get  the  line,  as  he  knew  it  would  be  of  great  economic 
value  to  Alamance  County.  It  would  provide  transportation  for  the  infant  tex- 
tile industry  which  needed  a  way  to  get  its  products  to  the  major  markets  of 
the  nation. 

Mebane  got  a  commitment  from  Benjamin  Trollinger  of  Haw  River  to  build 
a  railroad  bridge  over  the  river  at  no  cost  to  the  rail  company.  He  also  arranged 
for  some  of  the  tracks  to  be  laid  without  cost. 

His  work  paid  off,  as  the  line  was  approved  for  the  northern  route,  running 
through  what  would  become  Mebane,  Graham,  Burlington,  Elon  College  and 
Gibsonville.  Had  the  tracks  gone  south,  Burlington  may  never  have  existed. 

The  railroad  then  looked  for  a  location  for  its  repair  shops  about  midway  along 
the  line.  Graham  was  the  first  choice,  but  they  wanted  no  part  of  the  shops  and 
actually  passed  an  ordinance  prohibiting  the  railroad  from  coming  within  a  mile 
of  the  courthouse. 

Greensboro  was  considered,  then  Glen  Raven,  but  in  the  end,  a  tract  of  land 
west  of  Graham  was  offered  to  the  railroad,  and  it  was  decided  the  shops  would 
go  there.  The  area  was  named  Company  Shops. 

It  was  in  1854  that  the  site  was  established,  and  in  1857,  the  shops  were  open- 
ed. There  were  27  buildings  in  the  town  by  that  time. 

It  was  in  this  setting  that  First  Baptist  Church  of  Burlington  had  its  beginn- 
ing. The  date  of  official  origin  is  1887,  but  the  foundation  of  the  church  goes 
back  far  beyond  that  date. 

Company  Shops  was  settled  by  railroad  workers  and  their  families.  There  was 
a  need  for  a  school  and  for  a  place  to  worship.  Apparently  not  a  lot  of  attention 
was  given  to  either  need  for  some  time,  as  the  War  Between  the  States  broke 
out  not  long  after  the  shops  opened.  There  was  much  activity  associated  with 
the  war  in  Company  Shops,  but  no  battles  occurred  in  the  area.  However,  in 
1865,  when  the  Southern  cause  was  lost,  Gen.  Joseph  Johnston  gathered  his 
troops  in  the  town  and  bade  them  farewell  as  he  left  by  train  to  surrender  to 
Union  General  William  T.  Sherman  near  Durham. 

After  the  war,  Company  Shops  people  began  to  think  of  other  things,  and 
in  1866  they  incorporated  the  town.  Not  long  after,  they  began  to  make  ar- 
rangements to  meet  the  educational  needs  of  the  community  for  several  years, 
and  in  October  of  1869,  the  railroad  company  directors  designated  a  tract  of 
land  for  construction  of  a  church  building.  The  original  tract  was  a  little  over 
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over  four  acres,  but  it  later  was  increased  to  six  and  three-quarter  acres. 

Construction  on  a  building  began  immediately,  and  in  1870,  Union  Church 
was  opened.  It  was  a  meeting  place  for  people  of  all  religious  faiths  in  the  com- 
munity. There  were  large  meetings  of  all  the  people  at  various  times,  and  at 
other  times,  individual  groups  met  according  to  faith.  On  weekdays,  the  church 
became  a  school. 

This  building  was  located  in  the  area  of  present-day  Fisher  Street  and  Union 
Avenue,  and  the  building  stood  until  it  was  demolished  in  1934. 

The  railroad  company  deeded  the  land  to  the  church  trustees  in  February  of 
1874  for  a  price  of  $1. 

Union  church  was  a  frame  building  with  two  stories  and  a  basement. 

Gradually,  as  the  community  grew,  the  religious  groups  began  to  develop  then- 
own  church  facilities,  and  one  by  one,  they  moved  out  of  Union  Church. 

It  was  in  1886  that  the  railroad  closed  its  facilities  here  and  moved  to  Virginia 
briefly  before  finally  locating  in  Spencer.  With  that  departure,  the  people  of 
this  community  decided  they  wanted  a  name  other  than  Company  Shops.  They 
decided  on  Burlington,  and  in  February  of  1887y  the  name  became  official. 

It  was  also  in  that  year  that  the  Baptist  group  in  Union  Church  formed  of- 
ficially. On  July  28,1887,  the  group  officially  formed  their  own  church. 

The  Rev.  G.  S.  Daugherty,  an  evangelist  who  had  been  leading  a  revival  in 
the  area,  led  the  group,  and  he  served  as  clerk  in  the  meeting  in  which  the  church 
was  formed.  The  Rev.  Columbus  Durham,  pastor  of  Durham  Baptist  Church, 
presided  at  that  meeting,  and  there  were  13  charter  members.  They  were  R. 

E.  Andrews,  Mrs.  Louzania  Andrews,  J.  W.  Cates,  William  Hall,  Mrs.  Martha 
Hall,  William  F.  Hunter,  Mrs.  Annie  Hunter,  Mrs.  Lula  Lee  Moore,  Mrs.  Sallie 

F.  Pickard,  Thomas  M.  Robertson,  Mrs.  Julia  W.  Robertson,  Morris  W.  Straughn 
and  Mrs.  Annie  Straughn.  On  the  date  of  the  organization,  Mrs.  Sarah  E.  Scott 
Cates,  the  wife  of  J.  W.  Cates,  was  accepted  for  membership,  the  first  new 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Some  of  those  first  members  came  not  only 
from  Union  Church  but  from  other  churches  in  the  area,  including  Moore's 
Chapel,  Graham  Church  and  Bethel  Church. 

The  church  continued  to  meet  in  the  Union  Church  building  as  they  had  no 
facilities  of  their  own.  However,  they  did  get  their  own  pastor,  calling  the  Rev. 
A.  T.  Hord  who  assumed  his  duties  on  November  10,  1887.  He  preached  one 
Sunday  each  month. 

The  little  church  organized  officially  and  elected  J.  S.  Cates  and  T.  M.  Robert- 
son as  deacons  and  R.  E.  Andrews  as  church  clerk.  J.  W.  Cates,  R.  E.  Andrews 
and  W.  F.  Hunter  were  the  first  trustees. 

Growth  came  in  the  early  months,  and  by  the  end  of  1887,  there  were  nine 
new  members  of  the  Baptist  organization.  Total  giving  in  that  first  year,  accor- 
ding to  associational  minutes,  amounted  to  $56.50. 

In  this  formative  period,  the  church  members  were  thinking  of  their  own  wor- 
ship facilities,  and  early  in  1888,  they  were  able  to  buy  a  lot  at  the  corner  of 
East  Davis  Street  and  Mendenhall  Street.  Mendenhall  later  became  Broad 
Street.  Cost  of  the  lot  was  $25,  and  the  land  was  purchased  from  the  railroad 
company  which  still  owned  considerable  property  in  the  town.  The  lot  site  is 
across  Davis  Street  from  the  present  church  facility. 

The  Baptist  Church  held  its  first  revival  services  in  November  of  1888,  con- 
ducted by  the  Rev.  G.  P.  Bostic.  He  was  paid  $11  for  his  work.  The  first  baptism 
in  the  history  of  the  church  was  for  Isaac  W.  Sharpe,  and  he  was  baptised  in 
the  pond  near  the  location  of  one  of  Burlington's  leading  industries  in 
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the  late  1800s— the  Burlington  Coffin  Co.  That  industry  was  located  just  a  few 
blocks  away  from  the  church. 

It  was  not  until  1889  that  the  cornerstone  for  the  church  was  laid,  and  all 
during  this  time,  the  members  continued  to  hold  services  at  Union  Church. 
Pastor  Hord  took  the  lead  in  raising  money  for  the  church  building,  and  a  special 
building  committee  of  J.  W.  Cates,  John  Lennox  and  R.  M.  Moore  helped.  This 
new  building  was  a  wooden  structure  which  faced  Davis  Street.  One  unique 
feature  of  the  first  church  was  the  location  of  hitching  posts  out  front.  Many 
members  rode  their  horses  to  services,  as  this  was  long  before  the  horseless  car- 
riage came  to  Burlington.  The  new  church  had  its  own  bapistry,  of  course,  but 
as  that  was  before  the  days  of  mechanical  water  heaters,  the  bapistry  water 
was  warmed  by  placing  heated  bricks  in  it. 

It  was  in  1891  that  the  church  building  was  completed  and  used  for  the  first 
time. 

Even  though  Pastor  Hord  had  led  the  effort  to  construct  a  building,  he  was 
not  around  to  enjoy  it.  He  left  the  church  at  about  the  time  construction  started, 
and  it  was  in  1889  that  Dr.  Thomas  Hume,  a  well-known  educator,  was  called 
as  the  second  pastor  of  the  growing  little  church. 

Dr.  Hume  was  a  professor  in  English  at  the  University  of  North  Carolina, 
and  he  was  contracted  to  preach  one  Sunday  each  month.  His  salary  was  $150 
per  year.  He  stayed  only  a  short  time,  however,  succeeded  in  1890  by  J.  B. 
Richardson.  He  preached  two  Sundays  each  month,  and  his  salary  was  $250 
yearly.  He  was  pastor  until  1892. 

In  its  growing  days,  the  new  church  was  aided  financially  by  the  State  Mis- 
sion Board.  That  arrangement  continued  until  1900.  Other  organizational  mat- 
ters were  being  taken  care  of  within  the  church,  also,  as  the  Sunday  School  was 
organized  in  the  1890s,  and  J.  W.  Cates  was  the  first  superintendent. 

The  fourth  pastor  of  the  Baptist  Church  was  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Hocutt.  He  began 
his  work  in  January  of  1893,  and  while  he  was  destined  to  stay  only  a  short 
time,  he  did  see  a  period  of  good  growth.  There  was  the  formation  of  an  Aid 
Society  by  the  women  of  the  church,  and  the  financial  picture  improved  con- 
siderably. It  was  during  his  time  that  the  first  church  envelopes  were  used  for 
giving. 

It  was  in  Rev.  Hocutt's  tenure,  1893  and  1894,  that  the  church  began  what 
would  be  a  major  part  of  its  existence  in  the  first  100  years— local  missions.  Glen- 
coe  became  a  mission  of  the  Baptist  Church  in  Burlington,  one  of  the  several 
which  would  follow  in  the  decades  to  come. 

Hocutt  left  the  church  in  1894,  but  he  was  not  to  be  forgotten,  as  his  name 
would  be  applied  to  yet  another  church  in  the  years  ahead,  a  mission  which 
came  to  be  known  as  Hocutt  Memorial  Baptist  Church. 

The  rapid  turnover  in  pastors  during  the  church's  early  growth  continued  when 
the  Rev.  Robert  Van  Deventer  became  pastor  in  January  of  1895.  His  salary 
was  $900  per  year,  and  part  of  that  was  still  paid  by  the  Mission  Board.  During 
his  pastorate,  an  addition  was  made  to  the  building,  doubling  the  size  of  the 
auditorium,  as  growth  in  membership  continued.  Of  those  who  came  into 
the  church  while  Rev.  Van  Deventer  was  pastor,  two  were  destined  to  play  ma- 
jor roles  in  the  future  growth  of  the  church.  It  was  during  a  three-week  revival 
in  1895,  in  which  the  pastor  preached,  that  Dr.  J.  C.  Staley  and  C.  L.  Shoffner 
were  received  into  the  membership.  That  same  year  the  B.  Y.  P.  U.  was  form- 
ed.   That   was    the    Baptist    Young    People's   Union,    later    the    Baptist 
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Training  Union.  When  Dr.  Staley  died  in  1932  at  79  years  of  age,  he  had  been 
a  member  of  B.  Y.  P.  U.  for  all  its  37  years. 

The  first  church  bulletin  appeared  during  Rev.  Van  Deventer's  pastorate,  and 
it  was  called  "Our  Work." 

The  Rev.  J.  S.  Corpening  served  the  church  in  1897  and  1898,  and  the  event 
of  most  significance  in  that  period  was  the  beginning  of  a  Sunday  School  in  West 
Burlington,  another  move  into  the  local  mission  field  which  would  provide  great 
fruit  in  the  years  to  come. 

H.  H.  Mashburn  served  as  a  supply  pastor  in  the  summer  of  1899,  and  he  was 
followed  by  the  Rev.  G.  H.  Church,  who  assumed  the  pastorate  in  September 
of  that  year. 

It  was  Rev.  Church  who  led  the  church  into  the  20th  Century.  The  group  was 
now  13  years  old,  and  it  had  reached  the  point  that  it  no  longer  had  to  depend 
on  others  for  help.  When  January  ushered  in  the  new  year  of  1900,  the  church 
moved  out  on  its  own  financial  feet,  no  longer  supported  by  the  State  Mission 
Board,  but  drawing  its  life  from  its  own  financial  sources.  As  membership  grew, 
having  reached  206,  the  number  and  amount  of  pledges  grew,  and  the  church 
could  pay  its  own  way.  Perhaps  it  was  to  underline  the  attitude  of  self-sufficiency, 
but  it  was  at  this  point  that  the  church  agreed  to  pay  $300  for  the  installation 
of  a  heating  system,  something  of  a  luxury  in  1900. 

At  the  end  of  his  two  year  tenure,  Rev.  Church  was  followed  by  the  Rev.  N. 
S.  Jones,  who  also  would  be  in  the  pastorate  here  for  two  years. 

Membership  in  the  little  church  had  its  responsibilities.  For  instance,  all 
members  were  required  to  attend  the  regular  church  services  and  business 
meetings.  If  members  were  absent,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  learn  why, 
and  if  the  excuses  were  not  satisfactory,  the  member  was  expelled  for  neglect 
of  church  services.  Every  member  was  required  to  give  of  his  resources  accor- 
ding to  ability,  and  many  were  expelled  for  failure  to  contribute. 

Examples  are  found  in  minutes.  One  instance  notes  "that  one  sister  replied 
to  a  request  for  payment  of  dues  that  she  would  pay  the  church  the  $1.50  which 
she  pledged  when  she  got  good  and  ready."  A  brother  had  his  letter  withheld 
for  non-payment  of  dues,  and  he  wrote  "that  he  would  pay  nothing  more  and 
the  church  could  take  such  action  about  it  as  it  saw  fit." 

Failure  to  give  when  one  was  able  to  give,  according  to  a  resolution  offered 
in  1903  to  the  deacons,  indicated  one's  guilt  of  covetousness.  Such  would  bring 
proper  punishment. 

Another  action  taken  the  same  time  read  as  follows: 

"This  church  in  conference  assembled,  believing  that  participating  in  dances 
and  other  frivolous  plays  by  members  of  the  church  is  contrary  to  the  teachings 
of  the  Holy  Bible  and  the  upbuilding  of  Christ's  kingdom  on  earth,  therefore, 
resolved  that  the  fellowship  of  this  church  be  withdrawn  from  any  member  who 
willfully  continues  in  the  same  after  the  adoption  of  this  resolution."  A  number 
of  persons  were  expelled  for  such  violations. 

In  still  another  case,  two  members  accused  of  gossiping  about  each  other  and 
criticizing  the  church  were  called  to  task  and  questioned  about  the  accusations. 
When  they  did  not  answer  the  questions  satisfactorily,  they  were  expelled  from 
the  membership. 

In  May  of  1903,  the  church  took  action  to  grant  its  female  members  the  right 
not  only  to  vote  but  to  hold  office.  This  was  a  most  unique  move,  as  many 
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efforts  to  recognize  women  in  church  councils  had  failed.  In  the  distant  future, 
this  church  would  be  among  the  first  in  North  Carolina  to  recognize  the  right 
of  women  members  to  be  ordained  as  deacons.  "The  Burlington  Baptist  Record," 
another  early  church  bulletin,  was  published  beginning  in  1905. 

The  two  year  cycle  for  pastors  continued  with  the  Rev.  A.  W.  Setzer.  He  was 
followed  by  the  Rev.  C.  A.  Upchurch  from  May  of  1906  to  December  of  1908. 
The  tenure  began  to  increase  a  bit  with  the  12th  pastor,  the  Rev.  S.  L.  Morgan, 
who  came  in  June  of  1909.  His  pastorate  would  continue  through  1912.  At  that 
point,  one  major  era  in  the  church  history  ended.  It  was  the  beginning,  the  years 
of  birth  and  formation  and  development  as  an  independent  body.  Much  had  been 
accomplished  through  the  construction  and  expansion  of  the  church  building. 
Electric  lights  were  installed  early  in  the  1900s,  and  an  area  in  the  basement 
had  been  renovated  to  provide  room  for  Sunday  School  and  for  prayer  meetings. 
The  first  individual  communion  service  had  been  purchased,  and  the  church 
had  voted  to  allow  the  use  of  the  bass  violin  in  church  services.  While  Rev. 
Morgan  was  pastor,  the  church  built  a  new  wing  for  Sunday  School  rooms.  Eight 
rooms  were  added  in  a  structure  that  cost  $3,500,  bringing  to  $7,000  the  amount 
spent  on  building  expansion  since  the  first  structure  was  erected.  It  was  also 
during  his  pastorate  that  work  began  on  a  parsonage.  A  lot  was  purchased  on 
Means  Street  for  $1,250.  Means  Street  later  came  to  be  known  as  Maple  Avenue, 
and  the  site  in  1987  was  next  to  the  Burlington  Post  Office. 

The  house  was  actually  constructed  in  1909.  As  years  passed,  the  house  took 
on  historical  significance  in  the  area,  as  it  was  an  unusual  structure  mixing 
late  Victorian  and  Colonial  Revival  architecture.  After  use  as  a  parsonage  for 
the  church,  Dr.  Staley  bought  it,  and  it  was  used  for  a  time  as  a  boarding  house. 
By  1987,  the  house  had  fallen  into  disrepair,  and  it  was  offered  for  sale  as  a 
business  location.  It  was  demolished  in  1987. 

One  of  the  ways  in  which  the  effectiveness  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  has 
been  felt  over  the  years  has  been  in  the  field  of  missions.  This  emphasis  on  mis- 
sions dates  back  to  the  very  first  organizational  meeting  in  1887.  At  that  time, 
an  offering  was  taken  to  support  missions,  and  from  that  point  on,  this  has  been 
a  major  effort  of  the  Burlington  church. 

There  was  the  Glencoe  mission  in  the  early  days,  and  then  the  church  sup- 
ported the  opening  of  a  Sunday  School  in  West  Burlington.  It  was  not  too  long 
until  that  Sunday  School  grew  into  a  new  mission  effort,  and  land  was  purchas- 
ed leading  to  the  construction  of  a  chapel.  A  mission  also  was  built  in  the  mill 
village  of  Carolina  in  the  first  years  of  the  church's  history. 

At  the  end  of  1912,  Mr.  Morgan  looked  back  at  the  events  of  the  year: 

"This  year  witnessed  the  active  renewal  of  mission  work  in  West  Burlington 
and  the  mill  towns  along  Haw  River  .  .  .  the  Burlington  pastor  gave  two  Sun- 
day afternoons  a  month  to  Glencoe,  Carolina  and  Hopedale  .  .  .  Rev.  J.  A. 
Hackney  preached  at  Ossipee  and  organized  a  church,  the  association  endorsed 
the  movement  to  erect  a  chapel  in  West  Burlington  to  be  known  as  the  Hocutt 
Memorial  Chapel.  During  1912  church  attendance  was  greatly  facilitated  by 
the  general  laying  of  concrete  sidewalks  in  Burlington." 

Rev.  Hackney,  of  whom  Rev.  Morgan  spoke,  was  a  missionary  for  the  Burl- 
ington church.  He  had  been  appointed  by  the  church  at  a  salary  of  $100  a  month 
to  work  in  the  local  mission  field. 
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It  was  at  that  time  that  Rev.  Morgan  left  the  church,  ending  the  first  era  in 
the  history  of  the  organization.  The  church  had  recorded  its  first  25  years  of 
history,  and  in  that  period  of  time,  it  had  been  served  by  no  less  than  12  pastors. 
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Baraca  Class  of  1914 


First  Baptist  Sanctuary  In  The  1920s.  Soon  After  Construction 


Workers  at  the  Grove  Park  Mission  including  Robert  Underwood,  Hoyle 
Hamilton,  Helen  Hamilton,  Ruth  Day,  Turner  Phillips,  Rev.  Tribble,  Jay  Waugh, 
Rev.  A.  D.  Kinnett. 


First  services  at  Grove  Park  Baptist  Church,  Sept.  26, 1943  ...  A  mission  of  First 
Baptist 


THE  MARTIN  BUCK  ERA 

While  First  Baptist  Church  had  12  pastors  in  its  first  25  years,  it  was  destin- 
ed to  spend  the  next  20  years  with  the  same  man.  And  that  was  a  relationship 
that  was  most  rewarding  both  to  the  pastor  and  to  the  church. 

It  was  in  1913  that  the  Rev.  Martin  W.  Buck  came  to  Burlington  to  minister 
to  the  congregation  of  the  church.  He  came  to  be  affectionately  known  as  Pastor 
Buck,  and  in  the  church's  100th  year  in  1987,  there  were  still  members  of  the 
church  body  who  remembered  the  ministry  of  this  man. 

He  had  served  as  a  pastor  in  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  but  when  he  came  to  Burl- 
ington, he  came  from  the  Lorimer  Memorial  Church  in  metropolitan  Chicago. 
The  move  represented  a  major  change  for  him,  moving  from  one  of  the  nation's 
largest  cities  to  a  small  southern  community  in  which  the  entire  way  of  life 
was  different. 

But  the  change  bothered  him  little.  He  moved  into  his  new  community  and 
soon  became  a  force  not  only  in  the  church  but  in  the  town  as  well.  He  was  a 
man  small  in  stature,  but  his  work  over  the  next  20  years  would  not  be  measured 
by  his  size  but  by  his  leadership. 

When  he  left  in  retirement  in  1933,  he  could  look  back  and  realize  that  his 
church  had  survived  a  world  war,  one  of  the  deadliest  flu  epidemics  in  history, 
and  had  constructed  a  magnificent  church  building  to  meet  the  needs  of  a  grow- 
ing membership  in  a  growing  city. 

One  of  the  first  things  he  did  in  his  new  pastorate  was  to  see  the  official  for- 
mation of  the  Hocutt  Memorial  Baptist  Church.  Letters  were  granted  to  22 
members  to  form  that  church,  and  it  was  at  that  time,  on  February  26,  1913, 
that  the  present  church  officially  became  known  as  the  First  Baptist  Church 
of  Burlington. 

The  Sunday  School  in  First  Baptist  was  making  outstanding  growth  under 
the  leadership  of  a  young  attorney,  John  H.  Vernon.  He  served  as  superinten- 
dent, and  one  of  the  most  active  areas  of  the  Sunday  School  was  in  the  Baraca 
Class. 

Mrs.  Buck  (Minnie  Marshall  Buck)  quickly  moved  into  an  active  role  in  her 
husband's  new  ministry.  She  became  the  W.  M.  U.  president  in  1914,  and  it 
was  an  active  organization  which  she  headed.  The  report  of  activities  for  the 
previous  year  indicated  the  following  activities: 

"$40  given  to  the  building  and  repairs,  $7.20  as  Christmas  offering  to  China, 
$4.50  for  expense  of  delegates  to  State  and  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  $1.20 
for  laundering  communion  cloths,  21  garments  made  and  given,  14  fruits  and 
jellies,  66  bouquets  sent,  51  flowers  for  pulpit,  81  visits  to  sick,  145  visits  for 
church  or  Sunday  School,  one  visit  each  to  County  Home  and  Jail,  and  five  cot- 
tage prayer  meetings."  Minwal  Cates  Butler  in  her  earlier  history  of  the  church 
had  this  comment  about  that  report:  "That,  plus  ten  regular  meetings  for  a  W. 
M.  U.  membership  of  fourteen  before  the  days  of  automobiles  and  women  in 
salaried  positions,  deserves  a  place  in  history. 

The  mention  of  travel  led  her  to  another  observation  from  1913  when  John 
H.  Vernon  was  church  treasurer.  He  suggested  an  Every  Member  Canvass 
relative  to  the  building  debt.  He  suggested  that  if  necessary,  the  church  should 
provide  a  horse  and  buggy  for  the  canvassers,  and  the  cost  would  be  paid  from 
the  building  fund. 

It  is  difficult  to  say  which  of  the  two  big  events  of  Pastor  Buck's  first  decade 
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was  the  most  difficult  to  handle.  There  was  World  War  I  and  there  was  the  flu 
epidemic. 

A  number  of  men  from  Burlington  were  involved  in  World  War  I,  many  of 
them  members  of  the  30th  Infantry  "Old  Hickory"  Division.  That  unit  helped 
crack  the  infamous  Hindenburg  Line,  a  line  of  defense  believed  to  have  been 
impossible  to  penetrate.  But  the  30th  was  in  the  force  which  did  just  that  and 
helped  take  the  war  into  Germany.  That  meant  a  quick  end  to  the  conflict. 

The  church  helped  with  the  war  effort.  The  W.  M.  U.  helped  provide  relief 
for  overseas  areas  affected  by  the  war. 

The  other  big  event  of  the  decade  was  felt  more  acutely  by  the  church,  perhaps, 
as  it  affected  so  many  of  the  members  directly.  The  flu  epidemic  in  1918  and 
1919  was  felt  by  almost  every  family,  it  seemed,  and  many  people  in  the  area 
died  in  the  epidemic.  One  of  those  who  died  was  John  H.  Vernon,  who  had  been 
a  leader  in  many  ventures  in  the  church  as  well  as  in  the  community. 

That  epidemic  struck  entire  families,  and  businesses  were  curtailed  in  their 
operations  for  long  periods  of  time.  One  doctor  in  the  area  at  the  time  reported 
later  that  he  went  for  two  weeks  without  sleeping  in  a  bed,  getting  naps  wherever 
and  whenever  he  could  as  he  went  from  patient  to  patient. 

There  were  two  other  deaths  in  the  church  family  in  that  same  decade,  not 
as  a  result  of  the  flu  epidemic,  but  still  of  major  significance.  Mrs.  J.  W.  Cates 
died  on  July  26,  1917.  That  was  the  30th  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the 
church.  On  January  5  of  1918,  her  husband,  J.  W.  Cates,  died.  Mr.  Cates  was 
a  founding  member,  and  Mrs.  Cates  had  joined  on  the  day  of  formation  of  the 
church.  During  the  30th  anniversary  celebration  of  the  church  in  1917,  there 
was  public  recognition  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cates  and  their  services  to  the  church. 
A  plaque  in  the  church  today  recognizes  the  organ  as  a  memorial  to  the  family. 

The  year  of  1917  was  one  of  significance  for  the  church,  as  it  was  on  Easter 
Sunday  that  year  that  the  church  raised  $1,000  as  the  nucleus  for  a  church 
building  fund.  That  was  the  beginning  of  an  effort  which  would  culminate  in 
1924  with  the  new  church  sanctuary. 

In  August  of  1918,  the  church  began  a  drive  to  obtain  $25,000  with  which 
to  complete  payments  on  the  new  property  and  form  the  beginning  of  a  building 
fund.  Pledges  reached  $24,607  in  that  effort. 

Later,  the  church  parsonage  would  be  sold,  and  by  1919,  the  church  was  able 
to  buy  property  for  a  new  sanctuary.  The  cost  was  $13,750. 

It  was  realized  that  construction  of  a  new  building  would  be  a  massive  under- 
taking, and  it  could  not  be  handled  with  regular  church  business.  Therefore, 
the  church  appointed  a  committee  of  21  members  to  look  after  all  matters  per- 
taining to  the  building.  In  fact,  all  legal  authority  of  the  church  relating  to  the 
construction  was  transferred  to  that  Committee  of  21. 

Members  of  that  group  included  Dr.  J.  C.  Staley,  C.  L.  Shoffner,  S.  T.  Ross, 
J.  N.  Cates,  C.  H.  Cates,  R.  L.  Spoon,  Dr.  J.  P.  Spoon,  J.  M.  Tisdale,  J.  B.  Cheek, 
J.  L.  Scott,  A.  H.  King,  C.  J.  Mclver,  J.  S.  Malone,  L.  V.  Macomson,  E.  L.  Morgan, 
W.  J.  Hall,  Miss  Bertha  Cates,  J.  W.  Montgomery,  R.  Homer  Andrews,  S.  C. 
Patterson,  A.  J.  Garner,  and  Pastor  Buck  as  chairman,  ex-officio.  Due  to  death 
and  other  changes,  T.  L.  Sellers  and  L.  D.  Perry  were  added  to  the  group.  A 
sub-committee  was  appointed  to  handle  actual  construction. 

The  committee  did  its  job  successfully  and  was  officially  discharged  September 
30,  1925. 

One  of  the  major  steps  in  the  construction  of  the  new  church  occurred  on 
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Decent  16, 1919.  On  that  date  >£%£££«  %£%?&&£ 
f^ttet  ntS  tZ  Parsonage,  and  it  was  then  that  the 

Staley  pledged  $57)00  J.  ^3^  sums  totaling  $17,500  would  be  used 

a0%^ring  taJSttta  21,  a  church  meeting  was  held  and  a. 
tended  by ^more  than  30  Ambers.  The  challenge  was  made  at  the ^time  ajd 
Se  the  meeting  ended,  $12,000  had  ^n pledged   g™g  a  Mdrf^ 
$30,000.  Payments  were  due  by  February  1  During  that  P^  ™™"^£ 
fluenza  hit  the  church  hard,  and  among  those  ill  was  the  pastor   However, 
Deacon  Morgan  came  with  his  automobile  and  took  him  about  while  the  deacon 
explained  and  solicited  and  pleaded  for  pledges  as  if  his  life  depended  on  the 
challenge  being  met.  The  large  pledges  had  been  made,  and  now  there  were 
many  small  ones  to  be  obtained  if  the  goal  was  to  be  met,  but  on  February  1, 
Te  committee  met  and  deposited  $36,076  in  the  bank.  The  effort  was  a  success^ 
In  January  of  1921,  the  church  bulletin  carried  the  architect  s  drawing  of  the 
new  church,  and  in  April,  the  plans  were  approved.  The  Committee  of  21  ap- 
pointed a  construction  committee  of  E.  L.  Morgan,  Chairman;  C   H.  Gates, 
secretary;  J.  L.  Scott,  treasurer;  A.  H.  King,  attorney;  and  J.  S.  Malone,  con- 
sulting contractor.  . 

During  December  of  1921,  the  parsonage  was  moved  from  the  corner  location 
where  the  present  education  building  stands,  and  the  corner  lot  was  put  under 
excavation  on  December  27,  1921.  The  first  brick  were  laid  on  April  16,  1922, 
and  on  November  11,  1923,  the  church  bulletin  noted  "The  art  window  at  the 
back  of  the  baptistry  had  arrived  and  was  put  in  place  this  past  week. 

In  the  first  bulletin  printed  in  1924,  there  was  an  actual  photograph  of  the 
new  church  structure  as  it  neared  completion,  and  on  February  17,  1924,  the 
final  service  was  held  in  the  old  church  building.  One  week  later,  February  24, 
1924  the  new  church  building  was  opened  to  the  public  with  services  morning, 
afternoon  and  evening.  In  the  morning,  Pastor  Buck  delivered  the  first  sermor 
in  the  building,  preaching  on  "The  Mission  and  Message  of  the  Church.  The 
afternoon  service  was  a  community  event  with  ministers  from  other  city  chur 
ches  participating.  At  the  7:30  p.  m.  service,  Dr.  W.  L.  Poteat,  president  of  Wak€ 
Forest  College,  was  the  speaker. 

The  public  praised  the  new  building,  especially  the  baptistry  and  the  ar- 
rangements of  the  auditorium,  Sunday  School  and  Assembly  Room,  and  of  par 
ticular  interest  was  a  new  system  of  indirect  lighting  used  in  the  auditorium 
In  the  opening  service,  the  treasurer  of  the  construction  committee  reportec 
that  the  property  and  all  work  had  cost  $102,000. 

While  all  the  construction  work  went  on,  Pastor  Buck  busied  himself  wit! 

other  projects  as  well.  He  served  as  president  of  the  Ministerial  Association 

and  in  that  role  he  fought  hard  against  carnivals  in  the  city,  and  he  involvec 

himself  in  some  of  the  other  more  controversial  issues  of  the  time. 

In  1921  he  suggested  that  his  members  stay  away  from  "our  Moving  Pic 
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ture  Shows,  until  they  reform  more  radically,"  and  he  urged  a  return  to  clean 
plays  and  clean  entertainments. 

The  church  helped  in  many  areas  of  missions,  including  the  County  Home, 
hospitals  and  even  the  Russian  Relief  Fund  for  famine  stricken  areas. 

Also,  on  June  24,  1923,  Dr.  J.  P.  Spoon  visited  the  parsonage,  and  on  behalf 
of  members  of  the  church  presented  the  pastor  with  a  new  Ford  coupe.  And  did 
he  ever  use  it!  In  1924,  Pastor  Buck  reported  a  total  of  2,307  calls  made— almost 
200  per  month. 

Another  noteworthy  event  of  1923  occurred  when  the  church  hired  Miss  An- 
nie Crutchfield  as  the  first  pastor's  assistant.  She  worked  for  almost  a  year  and 
then  resigned  to  become  the  bride  of  the  Rev.  J.  S.  Corpening,  one  of  the  early 
pastors  of  the  church. 

One  of  the  major  religious  events  of  the  early  part  of  this  century  occurred 
in  1925  when  a  great  union  revival  meeting  was  held  in  the  city.  This  was  in 
a  specially  constructed  tabernacle  seating  6,000  people  at  the  corner  of  North 
Main  and  Ruffin  Streets.  It  was  staged  by  the  M.  F.  Ham-Ramsay  evangelistic 
group,  and  it  continued  over  seven  consecurtive  weeks.  Those  services  took 
precedence  over  anything  else  happening  at  the  time.  Businesses  closed  during 
daytime  services,  and  the  high  school  graduation  was  moved  to  6:30  so  as  to 
offer  no  conflict. 

As  a  result  of  those  meetings,  there  were  230  additions  to  the  membership 
of  First  Baptist,  many  by  baptism.  In  the  church  year,  there  were  263  new 
members,  156  by  baptism.  At  one  service  after  those  meetings,  there  were  63 
people  baptized  in  28  minutes.  By  the  end  of  1925,  First  Baptist  Church  had 
a  membership  of  nearly  900,  with  800  of  them  residents. 

It  was  also  in  1925  that  Pastor  Buck  helped  establish  a  mission  in  the  Glen 
Hope  school  building  east  of  Burlington.  On  June  29  of  that  year,  a  missionary 
Baptist  Church  was  organized,  and  Pastor  Buck  preached  there  the  first  Sun- 
day afternoon  in  each  month.  This  church  became  known  as  the  Burlington  Mills 
Baptist  Church  as  it  served  the  community  around  the  new  mill  which  had  been 
established  in  the  area.  Many  of  the  mill  people  moved  away  in  the  next  year, 
however,  and  the  church  services  were  discontinued.  However,  a  Sunday  School 
continued.  In  1927,  the  church  was  reorganized,  and  the  Rev.  George  W.  Swin- 
ney  became  pastor.  That  church  became  Glenhope  Baptist  Church,  and  a  First 
Baptist  product,  the  Rev.  Robert  Councilman,  assisted  with  the  preaching  in 
the  summer  months,  and  others  in  our  church  helped  with  Vacation  Bible  School 
and  other  Glen  Hope  programs.  Robert  Councilman  would  later  become  the  part- 
time  pastor  of  Holly  Springs  Baptist  Church,  and  he  later  would  be  ordained 
by  his  home  church. 

Another  event  which  would  later  be  quite  significant  to  the  church  occurred 
in  1925.  A  ministerial  student  who  had  gone  out  from  the  church,  A.  D.  Kin- 
nett,  received  his  master  of  theology  degree  from  Southern  Baptist  Seminary 
in  Louisville,  Kentucky. 

Sadness  came  to  the  church  in  1926  when  Mrs.  Buck  died  on  July  23.  She 
had  been  ill  for  several  months,  and  her  passing  was  felt  deeply  throughout 
the  church  family.  She  had  been  much  a  part  of  every  activity  of  the  church, 
and  like  her  husband,  she  too  had  been  active  in  the  community,  beyond  the 
church. 

She  was  active  in  the  Parent-Teacher  Association  on  local  and  state  levels, 
and  she  was  a  state  leader  in  the  W.  M.  U. 

The  church  marked  another  first  in  1928  when  the  first  Daily  Vacation 


Bible  School  was  held,  with  161  people  enrolled.  Also  in  that  year,  Miss  Vera 
Ruth  became  the  educational  secretary  for  First  Baptist 

As  the  1920s  wound  down  to  1929,  First  Baptist  Church  reached  a  member- 
ship of  998,  but  the  period  of  growth  and  prosperity  was  about  to  experience 
a  problem,  one  shared  by  all  the  nation.  It  was  in  October  of  1929  that  the  stock 
market  crash  came,  and  the  nation  was  thrown  into  the  worst  period  of  economic 
depression  ever.  The  church,  like  so  many  businesses  and  institutions  and  in- 
dividuals, suffered.  There  was  no  money  for  the  indebtedness,  and  many  special 
meetings  and  prayer  sessions  were  held  to  deal  with  that  problem.  It  was  in 
1932  that  the  depression  hit  its  depths  in  the  local  church,  and  when  the 
darkness  was  deepest,  Pastor  Buck  told  the  congregation: 

"Go  to  church— the  times  are  hard,  discouraging,  and  distressing!  At  no  time 
has  there  been  a  greater  need  of  God  than  at  present.  The  continued  depression 
.  .  .  threatens  the  very  life  of  our  church,  but  this  church  was  heroically  and 
therefore  victoriously  faced  many  a  great  crisis."  Special  community  prayer  ser- 
vices were  held  because  of  the  depression. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  next  year,  with  things  holding  more  promise  for  the 
future,  Pastor  Buck  announced  that  it  was  time  for  him  to  move  on.  He  said 
he  felt  he  had  completed  his  work  in  this  field,  and  he  would  resign  after  20  years. 

With  his  resignation,  the  second  era  in  the  history  of  First  Baptist  Church 
of  Burlington  came  to  a  close.  In  his  20  years,  he  completed  a  tremendous  amount 
of  work,  as  evidenced  by  some  figures  compiled  on  his  two  decades  of  service. 
In  that  time  he  had  24,000  visits,  268  weddings,  1,100  mid-week  services,  387 
funerals,  approximately  2,350  sermons,  and  650  baptisms.  Three  young  men 
from  the  church  entered  the  ministry  during  his  tenure,  and  four  young  women 
graduated  from  W.  M.  U.  Training  School. 
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Six  young  ministers  from  First  Baptist  in  1938.  Front:  Isaac  Terrell,  Jay  Waugh, 
Marshall  Walker.  Back:  O.  D.  Moore,  Parks  Hackney,  Howard  Cates. 


On  Return  Visit-1977 


THE  ALBERT  KINNETT  ERA 

After  the  resignation  of  Pastor  Buck,  the  church  spent  a  long  period  in  search 
of  a  new  pastor.  After  several  months,  the  decision  was  made  to  extend  a  call 
to  a  product  of  the  church,  the  Rev.  A.  D.  Kinnett,  pastor  of  Calvary  Baptist 
Church  in  Tuscaloosa,  Ala. 

Rev.  Kinnett  was  not  a  Burlington  native,  but  he  had  moved  to  the  city  at 
an  early  age.  In  1912  he  had  decided  to  enter  the  ministry,  and  he  set  out  for 
his  education.  He  graduated  from  Buies  Creek  Academy  and  then  from  Wake 
Forest  College.  He  received  his  bachelor  of  divinity  degree  from  the  Baptist 
Seminary  in  Louisville  in  1924,  and  the  following  year,  he  received  his  master 
of  theology  degree.  He  went  on  to  two  years  of  graduate  and  research  work  in 
the  Old  and  New  Testament. 

He  and  his  wife,  the  former  Rachel  Lenter,  came  to  Burlington  in  the  depths 
of  the  depression,  but  his  first  objective  in  his  new  church  was  to  pay  off  the 
indebtedness.  And  he  succeeded.  The  new  pastor  emphasized  tithing,  and  in 
1935  a  tithing  campaign  was  started.  In  seven  weeks,  $1,275.01  over  and  above 
pledges  had  been  raised. 

In  1937,  there  were  various  ways  used  to  raise  the  money,  and  at  least  one 
of  them  has  become  church  legend.  R.  Homer  Andrews  came  up  with  the  idea 
of  a  strawberry  shortcake  sale.  He  carved  up  the  cake,  selling  the  slices  at  $100 
each,  finally  realizing  $3,000  with  which  the  church  debt  was  paid  off  in  its 
50th  anniversary  year.  Even  though  Rev.  Kinnett  came  during  the  depression, 
it  took  just  four  years  for  the  church  to  add  424  members,  and  the  church  budget 
grew  to  $18,000.  Total  funds  raised  for  all  purposes  in  those  years  amounted 
to  $54,000. 

Also,  the  church  employed  a  foreign  missionary  during  that  time  in  the  per- 
son of  Miss  Martha  Ellis  who  worked  in  Buenos  Aires. 

The  church  met  in  a  50th  anniversary  celebration  on  July  25, 1937  to  dedicate 
officially  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Burlington.  Pastor  Buck  was  present  as 
pastor  emeritus,  and  many  former  members  returned. 

Among  those  participating  in  the  service  were  the  Rev.  G.  G.  Lanter,  the  Rev. 
S.  L.  Morgan  and  the  Rev.  D.  M.  Herring.  As  a  part  of  the  service,  the  mor- 
tgages were  burned. 

In  a  historical  sketch  in  the  bulletin  for  that  service,  there  was  this  reference 
to  the  mortgage  payment: 

"In  spite  of  the  depression,  our  pastor  felt  from  the  beginning  that  the  church 
debt  should  be  paid,  and  he  ever  held  before  the  church  the  ringing  challenge 
to  pay  off  the  mortgage  on  the  Lord's  House.  This  forward  movement  crystalliz- 
ed by  the  finance  committee,  under  the  splendid  and  magnificent  leadership 
of  R.  Homer  Andrews,  recommending  to  the  Board  of  Deacons  that  the  church 
accept  the  challenge  of  the  pastor  to  retire  this  debt  before  the  50th  anniver- 
sary. The  church  is  greatly  indebted  to  the  unlimited  amount  of  time  and  pa- 
tience Brother  Homer  Andrews,  as  chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee,  has 
devoted  to  the  cause  of  retiring  this  debt.  While  the  membership  has  contributed 
the  money  which  made  possible  the  payment  of  the  debt,  our  pastor,  the  chair- 
man of  the  finance  committee,  and  the  chairman  of  our  board  of  deacons,  Brother 
C.  L.  Shoffner,  have  furnished  the  inspiration  which  has  led  our  membership 
in  completing  so  notable  a  task  begun  in  past  years,  and  the  mortgage  has  been 
paid.  And  on  this  occasion  with  humble  gratitude,  and  to  the  loyalty  of  the 
membership  of  the  church,  we  are  now  permitted  to  witness  the  destruction  of 
this  mortgage,  which  has  hung  like  a  millstone  around  our 
spiritual  necks  these  many  years. 
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The  bulletin  also  noted  that  three  ministers  had  been  ordained  by  the  church 
in  the  first  50  years— the  Rev.  A.  D.  Kinnett,  the  Rev.  R.  L.  Councilman,  and 
the  Rev.  W.  I.  Johnson. 

The  Rev.  L.  C.  Pinnix  was  associate  pastor  of  the  church  and  choir  director 
at  that  time,  and  Mrs.  W.  J.  Layton  was  organist.  The  guest  organist  for  the 
anniversary  service  was  Mrs.  R.  W.  Barnwell. 

With  the  debt  retired,  the  next  item  on  the  agenda  of  growth  for  First  Baptist 
was  an  educational  building.  In  June  of  1938,  the  pastor  said  that  while  no  deci- 
sion had  been  made  on  such  a  building,  the  need  was  clear,  and  he  suggested 
that  all  pray  for  guidance.  With  that,  the  seeds  were  sown  for  a  new  addition 
to  the  church  facilities. 

One  of  the  most  unique  and  most  remembered  events  in  the  history  of  the 
church  occurred  on  September  5,  1938.  On  that  date,  there  was  an  ordination 
service  for  five  young  men  at  one  time.  They  were  Marshall  Walker,  Isaac  Ter- 
rell, J.  H.  Waugh,  Jr.,  Parks  Hackney  and  O.  D.  Moore.  In  July  of  that  year, 
the  five  had  conducted  an  eight-day  revival  for  young  people  in  the  church, 
Howard  Cates,  a  student  layman,  presiding  at  the  service. 

On  October  7,  1938,  Pastor  Buck  died  at  his  home  in  St.  Petersburg,  Fla.  at 
the  age  of  80.  He  had  moved  to  Florida  after  his  retirement  in  1933,  although 
he  had  returned  to  Burlington  several  times  to  visit  the  church  and  his  friends 
here. 

His  funeral  was  in  the  local  church,  conducted  by  Rev.  Kinnett.  Assisting  were 
the  Rev.  S.  L.  Morgan  of  Creedmoor  and  the  Rev.  Robert  Councilman,  two  of 
whom  Pastor  Buck  had  encouraged  to  enter  the  ministry.  He  was  buried  in  Pine 
Hill  Cemetery  here. 

Nineteen  thirty-nine  brought  even  more  activity  in  the  church.  Miss  Mary 
Winborne  became  the  educational  director. 

In  April  of  that  year,  a  new  mission  effort  was  begun  with  the  origination 
of  the  Southside  Sunday  School.  Elmer  Lewis,  Rupert  Lackey  and  H.  L.  Hamilton 
served  as  teachers  for  the  Sunday  School,  and  W.  G.  Herndon  conducted  Thurs- 
day night  prayer  meetings.  The  five  young  men  who  had  been  ordained  the 
previous  year  also  helped  with  the  work. 

It  was  on  April  16  that  another  major  milestone  in  the  church  history  occur- 
red. On  that  date,  Library  Week  was  observed  at  the  church,  and  the  librarian 
of  the  State  Mission  Board  spent  a  week  in  the  church  to  catalogue  600  volumes. 
Many  of  these  books  had  been  the  childhood  library  of  Dickie  Andrews,  in  whose 
memory  the  library  is  named.  Miss  Annie  Staunton  served  as  church  librarian 
for  many  years,  succeeded  in  the  early  1960s  by  Mrs.  Norman  Seifert. 

The  decision  to  move  ahead  with  an  educational  building  was  made  on 
November  26,1939.  J.  E.  Baker,  chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee,  showed 
the  church  a  picture  of  the  proposed  building  on  that  date,  and  the  decision  was 
to  construct  the  building  with  funds  "over  and  above"  those  normally  pledged 
to  the  church. 

The  cornerstone  to  the  building  was  laid  in  a  special  service  at  12:15  p.  m. 
on  June  2, 1940.  Rev.  Kinnett  presided  and  read  I  Kings  8:28-30;  54-61.  Deacon 
C.  L.  Shoffner  led  the  prayer,  and  the  choir  sang  two  selections— "The  Church's 
One  Foundation"  and  "All  Hail  The  Power  of  Jesus'  Name". 

Homer  Andrews  made  some  remarks,  and  the  cornerstone  was  laid  by  J.  M. 
Tisdale,  a  deacon  and  the  oldest  member  of  the  church  at  88  years.  In  the  cor- 
nerstone were  names  of  the  building  and  finance  committees,  a  history  of  the 
church,  names  of  the  church  and  Sunday  School  officers,  the  church  roll,  a  Bi- 
ble belonging  to  Mrs.  W.  G.  Herndon,  the  copy  of  a  sermon  by  Pastor  Buck, 
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church  bulletins,  ashes  from  the  mortgage  notes  which  had  been  burned  on  Ju- 
ly 25, 1937,  and  money  which  had  been  left  in  the  pocketbook  of  Deacon  J.  W. 
Cates  on  his  death,  given  by  Miss  Bertha  I.  Cates. 

Four  months  from  the  laying  of  the  cornerstone,  October  1, 1940,  the  building 
was  completed  and  occupied  for  the  first  time.  Construction  had  cost  approx- 
imately $50,000. 

In  1940,  as  the  church  and  the  community  moved  out  of  the  depths  of  the 
depression,  there  was  a  new  optimism.  The  church  continued  to  grow,  and  the 
construction  of  the  new  educational  building  added  a  new  thrust  to  that  growth. 
Membership  grew,  and  Training  Union  was  quite  active,  as  was  Sunday  School. 

But  no  sooner  had  one  crisis  been  ended  than  another  struck— World  War  II. 
The  attack  on  Pearl  Harbor  on  December  7,  1941  thrust  a  time  of  new  change 
into  the  life  of  every  member  of  the  church.  While  the  depression  had  brought 
concern  for  the  people  of  the  community  itself,  the  war  brought  concern  for  those 
who  were  called  into  the  military  service. 

The  church  undertook  a  ministry  to  those  in  service,  with  the  names  and  ad- 
dresses of  every  man  and  woman  in  uniform  constantly  before  the  congrega- 
tion. Led  by  Rev.  Kinnett,  many  church  members  carried  on  personal  cor- 
respondence with  those  in  service,  and  excerpts  from  those  in  service  were 
printed  each  week  in  the  bulletin.  Those  letters  back  and  forth  forged  a  strong 
tie  between  church  and  those  in  service.  That  tie,  according  to  Rev.  Kinnett, 
kept  him  in  the  local  church  when  other  churches  beckoned.  He  turned  down 
other  calls  because  he  felt  he  had  to  continue  his  ministry  with  those  in  service 
from  this  church. 

The  war  finally  ended  in  August  of  1945,  and  on  August  19,  the  bulletin  car- 
ried the  names  of  168  individuals  in  service,  five  of  whom  had  died  in  the  war. 
For  the  remainder  of  1945,  the  names  of  returning  veterans  were  printed  each 
week  in  celebration  of  their  safe  and  happy  return. 

The  church  did  not  stop  its  other  activities  during  the  war,  however.  On 
July  16,  1942,  the  church  paid  $4,800  for  a  cottage  in  Ridgecrest,  an  invest- 
ment which  has  paid  tremendous  dividends  over  the  years  in  the  enrichment 
of  lives  of  members  through  the  programs  at  the  Ridgecrest  assembly.  The  ef- 
fort to  buy  the  cottage  had  begun  several  years  earlier  as  members  saw  the  value 
in  the  special  weeks  of  services  and  study  programs  there. 

In  1943,  First  Baptist  again  took  the  lead  in  sponsoring  a  new  mission  in  Burl- 
ington. This  one  was  in  the  western  area  of  Burlington,  and  the  mission  was 
known  as  Grove  Park.  Rev.  Kinnett  started  a  revival  there  on  October  3, 1943. 
In  the  first  service  conducted  at  the  new  site,  89  people  were  present,  offering 
encouragement  to  those  at  work  in  establishing  the  new  body.  H.  L.  Hamilton 
served  as  Sunday  School  superintendent,  and  D.  T.  Phillips  was  the  adult 
teacher. 

The  next  year,  the  Southside  Mission  became  a  church,  the  Southside  Baptist 
Church.  While  still  a  mission,  the  body  had  been  served  by  three  pastors,  J. 
H.  Waugh  Jr.  who  served  while  a  student,  D.  B.  Truitt  and  T.  J.  Tribble.  J.  H. 
Waugh  became  the  preacher  at  the  mission  in  November  of  1943,  and  he  was 
called  as  the  first  pastor  when  the  mission  became  an  official  church. 

He  served  as  pastor  until  1960.  During  that  time,  in  1954,  the  church  name 
was  changed  to  Kinnett  Memorial  to  honor  Rev.  Kinnett. 

The  work  continued  at  Grove  Park  with  good  results,  and  as  1945  drew  to 
a  close,  the  mission  became  a  church.  On  December  30,  1945,  the  church  was 
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officially  organized,  and  a  statement  in  the  program  at  that  service  expressed 
this  message: 

"At  this  time,  we  want  to  express  our  heartfelt  gratitude  to  the  members  of 
the  First  Baptist  Church  and  their  pastor,  Rev.  A.  D.  Kinnett,  who  saw  a  vision 
of  the  needs  of  this  community  and  acted  to  meet  these  needs.  We  would  add 
a  special  word  of  appreciation  to  the  City  Missions  Committee  and  to  Mr.  Hoyle 
Hamilton  who  has  labored  so  faithfully  with  us  as  Sunday  School  Superinten- 
dent." 

Other  events  of  significance  had  taken  place  within  First  Baptist  during  that 
time.  In  1944,  the  educational  building  was  dedicated.  The  money  for  construc- 
tion had  been  borrowed  over  15  years,  but  in  four  years,  it  was  raised.  Dr.  M. 
A.  Huggins,  secretary  of  the  State  Baptist  Convention  was  the  dedication 
speaker. 

In  1945,  Howard  Cates  was  ordained  to  the  ministry,  and  Miss  Emily  Lansdale, 
missionary  to  China,  became  the  second  missionary  supported  by  First  Baptist 
Church. 

Things  moved  well  in  First  Baptist  as  1946  dawned.  Many  men  and  women 
who  had  been  in  the  military  service  in  World  War  II  were  home.  The  church 
was  supporting  Miss  Fannie  George  Hurt,  a  missionary  nurse  in  Nigeria,  and 
Edgar  vom  Lehn  came  to  the  church  as  choir  director. 

But  1946  was  destined  to  be  a  year  of  saddness  in  the  history  of  First  Baptist. 
At  the  close  of  one  of  the  morning  worship  services  in  October,  Pastor  Kinnett 
became  ill.  He  was  admitted  to  Baptist  Hospital  in  Winston-Salem,  and  on 
November  3,  he  died  there. 

Active  pallbearers  at  his  funeral  were  the  nine  young  Baptist  ministers  who 
had  entered  the  ministry  while  Rev.  Kinnett  was  pastor  at  First  Baptist.  They 
were  Howard  Cates,  T.  C.  Williams  Jr.,  O.  D.  Moore,  J.  H.  Waugh  Jr.,  Isaac 
Terrell,  Marshall  Walker,  Parks  Hackney,  James  Pernell  and  Frank  Lyons. 

Dr.  Marc  Lovelace,  professor  of  Bible  at  Wake  Forest,  came  to  the  church  as 
interim  pastor  in  1947,  with  Howard  Cates  serving  as  summer  pastor.  In 
September,  Rev.  Kinnett's  large  religious  library  was  purchased  by  the  church 
for  use  by  future  pastors.  It  was  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  extensive  such 
libraries  in  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

In  the  years  of  Rev.  Kinnett,  membership  at  First  Baptist  grew  from  651  when 
he  arrived  in  1933  to  1,545  when  he  died  in  1946. 
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Sanctuary,  Chapel  In  1955  Photograph 


Dr.  Carlton  Prickett  Breaks  Ground  For  Chapel  In  1955 


Cornerstone  Laid  In  1940  For  Educational  Building 


Dr.  Steele  Broadcasts  Weekly  To  The  Caribbean 


THE  CARLTON  PRICKETT  ERA 

The  search  for  a  new  minister  at  First  Baptist  Church  was  one  which  was 
carried  out  in  a  most  thorough  manner  by  the  pulpit  committee.  For  many 
months,  the  church  sought  the  individual  who  would  carry  on  the  traditions 
and  the  missions  of  the  church  which  now  was  60  years  old. 

The  committee's  work  was  completed  when  a  letter  appeared  in  the  bulletin 
of  October  19,  1947  from  Dr.  Carlton  S.  Prickett  stating  that  he  was  accepting 
the  call  of  the  church,  effective  the  first  Sunday  in  December. 

On  December  7,  1947,  the  ministry  of  Dr.  Carlton  S.  Prickett  and  a  new  era 
in  the  history  of  First  Baptist  Church  began. 

Carlton  Sylvester  Prickett  was  a  native  of  Commerce,  Ga.,  and  he  had 
graduated  from  Blakely  Memorial  Institute  in  Clayton,  Ga.  He  received  his 
bachelor  of  arts  and  master  of  arts  degrees  from  Mercer  University.  On  May 
6,  1930,  he  received  his  master's  degree  in  theology  from  Southern  Baptist 
Seminary  in  Louisville,  Ky.  In  1942,  his  alma  mater,  Mercer,  conferred  an 
honorary  doctorate  on  him. 

He  had  served  churches  in  Taylorsville,  Ky.,  in  Lexington,  Va.  and  Richmond, 
Va.  When  he  accepted  the  call  to  Burlington,  he  was  pastor  of  Woodlawn  Bap- 
tist Church  in  Birmingham,  Ala. 

One  of  the  early  efforts  of  Dr.  Prickett  in  his  ministry  was  directed  at  young 
parents  in  the  church.  It  was  from  this  effort  that  the  church  began  a  nursery, 
with  Mrs.  Elmer  Lewis  as  the  first  director.  It  was  organized  in  February  of 
1948  to  care  for  small  children  while  parents  were  in  the  worship  services.  As 
a  part  of  that,  the  church  also  started  Parental  Dedication  Day. 

There  was  considerable  activity  in  Dr.  Prickett' s  first  year  as  pastor.  Miss 
Maude  Kay  came  as  educational  director,  and  the  new  parsonage  at  1127 
Edgewood  Avenue  was  constructed.  Built  at  a  cost  of  $35,000,  it  was  occupied 
on  February  2, 1948.  The  church  Brotherhood  was  officially  organized  that  year 
as  well.  There  is  a  reference  to  such  an  organization  in  1934,  but  no  other  men- 
tion until  this  new  group  was  formed.  Earl  Pardue  was  the  first  president. 

First  Baptist  Church  learned  early  that  their  new  minister  was  going  to  be 
a  busy  one.  He  involved  himself  not  only  in  the  local  church  but  in  the  com- 
munity and  in  state  Baptist  activities.  He  was  a  member  of  the  General  Board 
of  the  North  Carolina  Baptist  Convention,  and  on  the  board  of  trustees  of 
Meredith  College  and  Wake  Forest  University.  He  served  on  the  Foreign  and 
Home  Mission  Boards  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  and  he  was  vice  presi- 
dent of  the  Annuity  Board  of  the  SBC. 

Dr.  Prickett  served  as  president  of  the  Federated  Ministerial  Association  and 
as  moderator  of  the  Mount  Zion  Baptist  Association.  He  also  was  on  the  board 
of  the  local  American  Red  Cross  and  the  American  Cancer  Society.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Cherokee  Council,  Boy  Scouts  of  America  and  president  of  the 
Alamance  Executives  Club. 

Dr.  Prickett  served  as  chaplain  of  the  Burlington  Fire  Department  and  work- 
ed with  the  United  Way  Drives.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Community  Council 
and  the  City  Recreation  Commission.  He  also  served  as  chaplain  of  the  Williams 
High  School  football  team  for  11  years.  After  his  retirement,  he  was  named 
Alamance  County  Citizen  of  the  Year  by  the  Burlington  Kiwanis  Club. 

The  local  mission  work  of  the  church  continued  under  Dr.  Prickett  with  still 
another  area  mission  project  undertaken  in  1950.  On  October  1  of  that  year, 
John  Bailey  recommended  that  a  building  be  constructed  on  the  mission  lot 
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in  Kirkpatrick  Heights  to  the  northeast  of  the  city.  The  cost  was  to  be  $11,000. 
On  May  6, 1951,  the  Northside  Baptist  Chapel  held  its  first  service.  Elmer  Lewis 
was  co-chairman  of  the  committee  which  developed  that  new  effort.  The  Rev. 
Robert  Councilman  became  pastor  of  the  chapel  in  January  of  1952.  His  salary 
was  $100  per  month  and  was  paid  by  First  Baptist  Church  for  the  first  year. 
When  Rev.  Councilman  came,  the  chapel  had  a  membership  of  92  people,  and 
growth  was  strong. 

In  1950,  Lillian  Humphrey  became  the  educational  director,  and  Hansford 
Dicken  became  the  minister  of  music.  At  Christmas  that  year,  both  Dr.  Prickett 
and  Mr.  Dicken  were  presented  with  new  cars,  prompting  Dr.  Prickett  to  tell 
the  congregation:  "We  will  seek  to  keep  the  wheels  turning  in  the  service  of 
Christ  and  His  people." 

As  early  as  1949,  the  seeds  for  a  new  era  of  physical  growth  for  the  church 
were  planted.  At  that  time,  the  need  for  new  facilities  was  noted,  but  it  was 
also  suggested  that  no  expansion  should  be  undertaken  until  all  debts  were  paid. 
By  1952,  the  seed  was  beginning  to  grow  a  bit,  with  the  Senior  Deacons,  Junior 
Deacons,  Finance  Committee  and  Permanent  Building  Committee  recommen- 
ding the  purchase  of  a  lot  adjoining  the  church  property.  This  lot,  the  Loy  pro- 
perty, was  behind  the  sanctuary,  fronting  on  East  Davis  Street.  That  property 
was  later  purchased  at  a  cost  of  $25,000,  providing  an  immediate  area  for  park- 
ing but  also  the  future  site  for  more  construction. 

Sketches  for  a  new  Sunday  School  building  and  a  new  chapel  were  presented 
in  1952,  and  the  direction  toward  new  construction  became  more  clear.  The  ac- 
tivities of  that  year  were  tempered  once  more,  however,  as  the  nation  became 
involved  in  yet  another  military  conflict  which  took  local  members  to  other  parts 
of  the  world.  The  Korean  War  once  again  meant  names  of  servicemen  in  the 
church  bulletin,  and  it  also  meant  new  prayers  for  their  safety  and  safe  return. 

On  March  29, 1953,  the  Sunday  School  attendance  reached  the  800  mark  for 
the  first  time  in  history,  and  it  was  appropriate  that  on  that  same  day,  ground 
was  broken  for  new  facilities  to  better  accomodate  the  increased  numbers.  The 
groundbreaking  was  for  the  new  Sunday  School  building  and  chapel.  On  April 
25  the  next  year,  1954,  an  open  house  was  held  in  the  new  facilities.  Clayton 
Cammack  had  been  finance  chairman  of  the  project  which  cost  $150,000. 

In  1955,  Dr.  Prickett  made  a  visit  to  the  Holy  Land  and  the  Baptist  World 
Alliance  meeting  in  London,  partly  financed  by  a  love  offering  from  the  church. 
He  later  did  a  series  of  lectures  on  that  trip.  Also  in  that  year,  the  church  honored 
the  pastor  on  his  25th  anniversary  in  the  ministry  as  a  full-time  pastor. 

Sunday  School  attendance  continued  at  a  high  level  in  that  period.  On  January 
8, 1956,  a  record  of  825  attended  Sunday  School,  and  for  the  first  three  months 
of  the  year,  attendance  was  never  below  700.  For  the  entire  year,  the  level  stayed 
above  650,  even  during  vacation  periods.  On  June  1  of  that  year,  Leland  Royster 
came  to  the  church  as  minister  of  education. 

It  was  during  this  period  that  the  church  opened  yet  another  area  of  local 
ministry  with  the  beginning  of  radio  broadcasts  of  the  worship  services. 

Back  in  1929,  radio  had  been  strongly  denounced  as  detrimental  to  church 
attendance,  but  it  grew  in  popularity,  and  its  benefits  were  determined  with 
the  passing  of  time.  By  the  1950s,  it  was  viewed  as  a  new  medium  of  ministry, 
reaching  shut-ins  especielly.  In  the  years  since,  that  ministry  has  been  greatly 
expanded  and  is  a  vital  part  of  the  overall  ministry  of  the  church  in  its  100th 

(26) 


year  reached  not  only  local  people  but  millions  in  a  special  Caribbean  radio 
ministry. 

A  guest  soloist,  Furney  Baker,  appeared  at  the  church  on  September  14, 1958. 
A  month  later  he  was  the  new  minister  of  music,  just  two  years  after  the  music 
ministry  had  been  added  as  one  of  the  five  programs  of  work  for  the  church. 
Betty  Walker  became  church  secretary  on  March  15, 1959,  beginning  a  career 
which  was  still  continuing  when  the  100th  anniversary  was  celebrated. 

Another  new  name  was  added  to  the  church  staff  on  May  3, 1959,  when  Robert 
Clegg  became  assistant  to  the  pastor  for  the  promotion  of  the  overall  church 
program.  Another  historic  milestone  of  that  year  was  the  first  issue  of  "The 
Baptist  Contact."  The  first  copy  was  for  October  4  that  year,  and  it  was  at  that 
point  that  the  church  began  mailing  the  bulletin  on  Friday  and  giving  the  order 
of  worship  for  Sunday  morning.  That  practice  continues  in  the  100th  year  of 
the  church. 

The  local  missions  focus  continued  in  1963  when  the  board  voted  to  purchase 
property  for  the  establishment  of  two  missions.  Soon  after,  a  census  was  taken 
in  the  Bellemont  area  to  determine  possibilities  for  a  mission  in  that  part  of 
the  county. 

Robert  Clegg  was  a  part  of  the  church's  ministry  for  some  six  years  before 
he  resigned  in  May  of  1965  to  become  the  pastor  of  Sylva  Baptist  Church.  To 
fill  the  vacancy  of  pastor's  assistant,  a  search  committee  worked  for  six  months 
before  calling  B.  Milton  Jones  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  in  North  Hialeah, 
Fla.  as  minister  of  education. 

In  1966,  significant  activity  was  centered  on  the  Dickey  Andrews  Memorial 
Library,  and  a  concentrated  effort  was  begun  to  revitalize  the  library  and  make 
it  a  vital  part  of  the  church. 

The  library  rebirth  actually  began  in  a  letter  written  November  10,  1965  by 
Mrs.  Lib  Harmon,  the  new  chairman  of  the  library  committee. 

She  wrote  to  Jacqulyn  Anderson,  a  consultant  with  the  Library  Department 
of  the  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board.  In  her  letter,  said: 

"We  have  a  church  membership  of  approximately  1,700  and  a  library  con- 
taining about  2,000  volumes.  The  library,  established  years  ago  as  a  memorial 
to  the  child  of  a  prominent  church  family,  has  never  been  used  to  any  great 
degree.  It  has  never  functioned  as  a  church  library  should.  The  books  are  not 
catalogued  properly,  and,  no  doubt,  some  are  not  suitable  to  be  included  in  the 
church  library."  She  asked  for  help  in  getting  the  library  in  proper  working 
order,  requesting  someone  to  come  from  the  Sunday  School  Board  to  help. 
Charles  Warnock  came  in  early  1966  and  worked  with  the  new  library  staff 
and  the  committee  in  setting  up  proper  organization  for  the  library.  Mrs.  Leo 
Carr  was  head  of  the  library,  with  Mrs.  Roger  Morris  as  her  assistant. 

The  library  staff  consisted  of  Mrs.  Carr,  Mrs.  Hoyle  Curlee,  Mrs.  Harmon, 
Mrs.  Julian  Hines,  Mrs.  W.  C.  Humble,  Miss  Alma  Joyner,  Mrs.  Roland 
Lassister,  Mrs.  Roger  Morris,  Fair  Swain  and  Miss  Virginia  Yarborough. 

The  objectives  set  forth  at  that  time  were: 

1.  To  provide  a  source  of  information  for  all  church  organizations. 

2.  To  provide  enlightment  and  wholesome  reading  enjoyment  for  church 
members. 

3.  To  make  available  to  the  youth  of  our  church  books  that  will  broaden  their 
horizons  and  serve  to  inspire  and  guide  them  in  making  life's  choices. 

4.  To  conserve  our  Baptist  heritage  by  bringing  distinctively  Christian  and 
Baptist  history  and  doctrine  directly  to  the  members. 
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5.  To  provide  books  as  a  means  of  enligthening  and  training  workers  for  ser- 
vice in  the  church. 

6.  To  broaden  Bible  knowledge,  to  deepen  the  devotional  life,  and  heighten 
the  spiritual  vision  of  the  members  of  our  church,  to  the  end  that  our  lives  may 
be  enriched  and  our  Christian  witness  made  more  effective. 

It  was  also  in  1966  that  a  new  church  tradition  began  with  approval  given 
to  the  program  of  Wednesday  suppers.  The  plan  was  for  families  to  gather  around 
the  table  for  devotions,  then  have  regular  committee  and  organizational 
meetings.  That  tradition  continues  in  the  100th  year  of  the  church  and  is  a  vital 
part  of  the  church  family's  life  together. 

On  September  11  of  1966,  still  another  program  of  expansion  of  the  physical 
plant  was  begun  with  a  presentation  concerning  a  new  building  program.  A 
month  later,  the  Contact  announced  that  a  new  building  fund  drive  was  under- 
way, and  it  was  outlined  in  the  words  of  John  H.  Vernon,  building  fund 
chairman: 

"The  church  has  voted  to  raise  by  pledges  and  cash  $150,000  over  and  above 
the  regular  pledges  to  the  church  budget.  The  Special  Drive  is  for  pledges  to 
run  for  three  years,  beginning  October  1,  1966.  Earnest  prayer  on  the  part  of 
all  will  give  a  spiritual  impact  to  our  financial  campaign  .  .  .  Let  us  go  the  se- 
cond mile  for  the  glory  of  God." 

This  effort  was  aimed  at  the  construction  of  a  new  educational  facility  to  the 
rear  of  the  sanctuary,  along  with  a  renovation  of  the  present  sanctuary. 

At  the  end  of  that  year,  a  long-time  fixture  at  the  church,  Miss  Sallie  Staun- 
ton, resigned  as  church  secretary.  She  had  served  in  that  post  for  22  years,  and 
the  contact  of  December  8,  1966,  said  of  her: 

"She  has  been  faithful  in  her  work  and  the  church  deeply  appreciates  her  loyal 
service.  She  has  been  cooperative  in  all  programs  of  the  church  and  our  prayers 
and  best  wishes  go  with  her  in  the  future." 

The  next  year,  1967,  saw  a  continuation  of  growth,  but  it  also  saw  a  deepen- 
ing of  a  new  problem,  the  war  in  Vietnam.  That  war  marked  a  period  of  uncer- 
tainty and  confusion  and  hostility  not  only  on  the  battlefield  but  in  the  streets 
of  America  as  well. 

The  war  was  not  the  only  problem  during  the  period.  There  was  racial  unrest 
as  well,  brought  to  a  horrible  climax  in  1968  when  the  Rev.  Martin  Luther  King 
was  assassinated  in  Memphis,  Tenn.  It  was  during  the  same  period  that  integra- 
tion of  schools  in  the  area  was  creating  problems,  and  at  one  point,  racial  violence 
erupted  in  Burlington.  The  National  Guard  had  to  be  called  in  to  restore  order, 
and  the  city  was  under  curfew  for  several  nights  until  the  unrest  was  calmed. 

On  July  17,1967,  the  church  held  a  groundbreaking  service  for  the  new  addi- 
tion to  the  church. 

Dr.  Prickett  told  of  the  purpose  of  the  new  building,  and  Maurice  Jennings, 
finance  committee  chairman,  read  the  100th  Psalm.  Life  Deacon  R.  Homer  An- 
drews had  the  prayer. 

Dr.  Prickett  turned  the  first  shovel  of  dirt,  followed  by  Paul  Craig  and  B.C. 
Parker,  co-chairmen  of  the  building  committee. 

Others  who  took  part,  and  their  responsibilities,  were  as  follows: 

Jack  Leath,  trustees  chairman;  Ralph  Wilson,  chairman  of  senior  deacons; 
Ray  Hewitt,  chairman  of  junior  deacons;  Mr.  L.  D.  Perry,  representing  senior 
members  of  the  church;  Lisa  Brock,  youngest  member;  Ed  Liles,  superinten- 
dent of  the  Sunday  School;  Robert  Day,  training  union  director;  Mrs.  Tate 
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Horton,  WMU  president;  Robert  Humble,  Brotherhood  president;  Mrs.  Leo  Carr, 
librarian;  Roger  Morris,  chairman,  nursery  committee;  and  R.  P.  Ellington,  Jr., 
chairman,  music  committee. 

The  program  was  closed  with  Furney  Baker  leading  "How  Firm  A  Founda- 
tion," with  a  closing  prayer  by  Life  Deacon  Sam  T.  Ross.  In  the  weeks  and 
months  that  followed,  the  building  was  a  beehive  of  activity.  During  renova- 
tion of  the  sanctuary,  it  was  necessary  to  hold  two  morning  services  each  Sun- 
day in  the  chapel,  with  loud  speakers  to  Sunday  School  rooms. 

In  August  of  1967,  Harry  Williamson  was  ordained  into  the  ministry.  Others 
who  had  been  ordained  in  Dr.  Prickett's  years  were  Clyde  Cook,  Thomas  Wolfe, 
Edwin  Hadley  Jr.,  Robert  Huskey,  Larry  Williams  and  Bobby  Jack  Martin. 

It  was  not  until  1968  that  the  congregation  was  able  to  return  to  the  sanc- 
tuary. It  was  on  January  14  that  year  that  the  first  service  was  held  in  the 
renovated  facility,  and  the  church  chose  that  time  to  honor  Dr.  Prickett  with 
a  resolution  of  thanks  for  his  years  of  service.  He  had  marked  20  years  the 
previous  month,  but  the  recognition  was  delayed  to  have  it  coincide  with  the 
return  to  the  sanctuary,  a  time  of  celebration  for  the  congregation. 

The  resolution  noted  Dr.  Prickett's  years  of  dedicated  service,  his  spiritual 
guidance,  his  community  interests,  and  there  was  a  new  pledge  of  prayers  and 
support  by  the  membership  on  his  behalf. 

A  number  of  young  men  had  gone  out  from  the  church  to  the  ministry  over 
the  years,  but  in  1968,  the  church  contributed  yet  another  of  its  products  to 
a  new  area  of  service.  On  April  6,  1968,  Dr.  Norman  Adrian  Wiggins  was  in- 
augurated as  the  president  of  Campbell  College.  Dr.  Wiggins  grew  up  in  First 
Baptist  Church  and  later  became  a  law  professor  at  Wake  Forest  University. 
It  was  from  those  duties  that  he  moved  to  Campbell. 

It  was  in  an  open  letter  to  the  membership  on  July  21, 1968  that  Dr.  Prickett 
announced  that  he  planned  to  retire  from  the  ministry  on  March  31,  1969.  He 
noted,  however  that  he  and  Mrs.  Prickett  would  continue  to  make  their  home 
in  Burlington,  and  he  would  continue  in  the  service  of  the  Lord  through  supply 
preaching,  interim  pastorates  and  Bible  teaching.  And  he  did  exactly  that  un- 
til his  death  in  December  of  1984. 

As  work  on  the  new  building  was  being  completed,  the  church  approved  the 
paving  of  the  parking  lot  and  landscaping  of  the  area.  Approval  was  given  also 
to  remove  the  old  Vernon  house  from  the  lot  beside  the  church  on  Broad  Street 
as  a  part  of  that  work. 

The  new  educational  building  and  renovation  program  was  completed  in 
September  of  1968  at  a  total  cost  of  $650,000.  It  was  at  the  Wednesday  night 
supper  that  the  new  building  with  its  modern  kitchen  was  used  for  the  first 
time.  There  was  a  covered  dish  supper,  with  more  than  300  people  on  hand. 
A  tour  of  the  entire  building  was  given.  The  fellowship  hall  seats  350. 

The  new  building  had  an  elevator,  and  in  addition  to  the  classrooms,  there 
was  a  suite  of  offices  for  the  church  staff,  a  conference  room,  and  a  large  choir 
room.  An  earlier  church  history  gives  Paul  Craig  much  credit  for  the  successful 
building  project,  noting  that  he  gave  much  time  through  the  planning  and  con- 
struction of  the  building,  guiding  it  to  a  successful  completion  as  committee 
chairman.  On  October  6,  the  Sunday  School  used  the  entire  building  for  the 
first  time. 

The  new  baptistry  in  the  renovated  sanctuary  was  used  for  the  first  time  on 
September  29,1968,  with  11  candidates  for  baptism  in  the  historic  ceremony. 
On  that  same  Sunday,  a  pulpit  committee  was  approved  to  find  a  successor 
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for  Dr.  Prickett.  The  group  consisted  of  Homer  Andrews,  Dan  Brock,  Fair  Swaim, 
Betty  Carr,  Elmer  Lewis,  Brank  Proffitt,  David  Stanfield  and  Alan  Hancock 
and  Sam  Huffstetler  were  alternates. 

It  was  on  March  30,1969,  that  the  Prickett  era  in  the  history  of  First  Baptist 
ended.  A  reception  was  held  in  the  fellowship  hall  on  that  date,  and  a  gift  of 
money  was  given  to  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Prickett  as  they  moved  into  retirement. 

In  October  of  1968,  Mrs.  R.  Homer  Andrews  retired  after  30  years  as 
superintendent  of  the  Junior  Department.  Her  service  was  recognized  at  a  family 
night  supper  in  November.  At  the  same  time.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elmer  Lewis  were 
recognized  for  30  years  service  as  well,  Mr.  Lewis  as  a  teacher  in  the  junior 
department,  Mrs.  Lewis  in  the  intermediate  department. 

While  all  this  activity  was  going  on  in  the  inward  growth  of  First  Baptist, 
the  mission  growth  was  continuing  as  well.  On  September  15,  1968,  the 
preliminary  work  in  the  Bellemont  area  came  to  reality  with  a  groundbreak- 
ing for  Fellowship  Baptist  Church.  The  land  on  Highway  49  had  been  donated 
by  First  Baptist. 
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Blanche  and  Betty  Walker  with  cake  for  89th  anniversary  in  1976  .  .  .  Nation's 
bicentennial  year. 


Mangum  Memorial  Gardens  .  .  .  Jerry  Horton,  E.  T.  Wrenn,  Gladys  Wrenn 


THE  DALE  STEELE  ERA 

Still  another  era  in  the  history  of  First  Baptist  Church  opened  in  1969  when 
Dale  O.  Steele  was  called  to  serve  as  minister.  The  official  call  was  made  on 
June  29,1969.  Rev.  Steele  was  associate  minister  of  First  Baptist  Church  in 
Winston-Salem,  and  his  ministry  began  on  August  1  of  that  year. 

He  brought  with  him  his  wife  Doris  and  two  young  daughters,  Karen  Marie 
and  Carol  Alicia. 

Dale  Steele  was  born  in  Charlotte  on  October  3,  1933.  He  graduated  from 
Charlotte  Central  High  School  in  1951.  After  graduation  he  worked  at  Charlotte 
Radio  Station  WSOC  for  two  and  one-half  years,  then  served  with  the  United 
States  Army  from  1954-1956. 

He  returned  from  the  military  to  enter  Wake  Forest  University  where  he  earn- 
ed a  BA  degree  in  speech  in  1960.  He  worked  for  five  years,  including  his  four 
years  at  Wake  Forest,  with  WSJS-TV  in  Winston-Salem,  and  for  two  years  after 
college  worked  in  sales  and  marketing  of  pharmaceuticals  and  insurance. 

At  that  point,  he  entered  study  for  the  ministry,  receiving  his  bachelor  of 
divinity  in  1966,  followed  by  a  master  of  theology  in  1967,  both  from 
Southeastern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  in  Wake  Forest.  He  would  earn  his 
doctor  of  ministry  degree  in  1975  after  joining  First  Baptist. 

His  first  pastoral  experience  was  at  Poplar  Springs  Baptist  Church  in  Zebulon, 
1964-67.  From  1967  to  1969,  he  was  associate  minister  of  First  Baptist  Church 
in  Winston-Salem.  From  that  post,  he  came  to  Burlington  on  August  1,  1969. 

Dr.  Steele  has  been  active  in  many  areas  of  denominational  service.  He  has 
been  a  trustee  of  N.  C.  Homes  for  the  Aging  and  Wingate  College,  a  member 
of  the  presidential  board  of  advisors  at  Campbell  College,  ministerial  board  of 
associates  of  Gardner- Webb  College,  vice-president  of  the  ministerial  alumni 
association  of  Wake  Forest  University,  member  of  the  N.  C.  alumni  association 
of  Southeastern  Baptist  Seminary,  president  of  Southeastern' s  national  alum- 
ni association. 

He  has  been  on  the  committee  on  boards  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention, 
the  program  committee,  committee  on  committees,  and  task  force  on  evangelism 
for  the  North  Carolina  Baptist  Convention,  area  director  of  North  Carolina  Bap- 
tist Men,  on  the  coordinating  council  of  Mt.  Zion  Baptist  Association  and  chair- 
man of  the  Mt.  Zion  Baptist  Association's  evangelism  committee. 

In  community  service,  he  has  been  chaplain  of  the  United  Way  of  Alamance 
County,  president  of  the  Alamance  County  Community  Council,  and  a  director 
of  Hospice  of  Alamance  County  Council  on  Alcoholism. 

As  the  church  moved  into  the  1970s,  there  were  more  personnel  changes.  It 
was  announced  in  July  of  1971  that  Furney  Baker  would  be  leaving  the  music 
duties  in  the  church  for  a  position  in  Whiteville.  That  position  would  be  filled 
on  April  12  of  the  next  year  with  the  announcement  that  Robert  Sparks  of  Spin- 
dale  Baptist  Church  would  be  the  new  minister  of  music  and  youth.  A  year  later, 
Milton  Jones  would  resign  as  minister  of  education  to  return  to  Florida,  and 
J.  C.  Thomas  of  Wilmington  was  called  as  minister  of  education. 

Another  property  move  was  made  in  December  of  1971  when  it  was  agreed 
to  purchase  the  Anderson  property  at  the  rear  of  the  church  building.  Two  lots 
were  in  the  property,  and  $40,000  was  approved  as  purchase  price.  This  opened 
the  way  for  even  further  expansion  of  the  church  facilities  through  more  park- 
ing area. 
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Another  mission  project  of  the  church  was  beginning  to  take  shape  in  1972 
when  it  was  reported  that  plans  for  a  new  bus  ministry  were  going  well.  That 
ministry  had  begun  in  a  small  way  the  previous  year  with  the  gift  of  a  single 
15-passenger  bus  to  the  church.  A  second  was  purchased,  and  need  for  a  third 
had  been  seen  at  that  time. 

The  bus  ministry  grew  into  an  active  part  of  the  church  in  the  next  few  years. 
On  June  14  of  1973,  it  was  reported  that  in  the  months  since  February,  5,000 
doors  had  been  knocked  on  in  the  area,  and  65  to  70  people  were  riding  the  bus 
each  Sunday.  A  bus  ministry  mission  was  held  in  our  church  in  1973  with  88 
churches  represented.  The  church  called  Willie  Warren  Jett  III  as  minister  of 
outreach  in  August  of  1973  to  work  with  the  bus  program,  but  he  resigned  in 
December  of  that  year.  As  many  as  five  busses  were  operated  at  one  time  in 
the  ministry,  but  over  the  years,  the  activity  declined,  and  the  busses  were  sold. 

In  March  of  1972,  a  partnership  was  formed  with  the  Holly  Hill  mission  to 
buy  land.  First  Baptist  agreed  to  pay  $5,000  yearly  for  five  years  to  purchase 
land  in  the  western  area  of  the  city  as  a  future  church  site.  That  work  progress- 
ed through  1972.  Elmer  Lewis,  who  had  been  active  in  some  of  the  other  mis- 
sion development  in  the  past,  took  a  major  role  of  leadership  in  this  work  as 
well.  The  church  at  one  time  owned  land  at  the  corner  of  Edgewood  Avenue 
and  Neese  Drive,  but  land  became  available  at  Edgewood  and  Church  Street, 
and  a  trade  was  negotiated  for  the  eventual  site  of  the  church. 

On  May  21, 1972,  there  was  a  meeting  at  Smith  Elementary  School  at  which 
time  the  Holly  Hill  Mission  became  an  official  church. 

The  church  had  owned  a  house  on  Silverlake  Drive  which  served  as  a  home 
for  the  minister  of  education  for  a  number  of  years,  but  in  1972,  action  was  ap- 
proved to  sell  that  property. 

Still  another  product  of  the  church  took  a  step  toward  Christian  service  in 
January  of  1974.  Benjie  Spears  was  licensed  to  preach,  and  that  action  would 
later  take  him  to  the  mission  field  and  then  into  a  pastorate. 

It  was  also  in  1974  that  the  church  joined  with  others  in  the  Mt.  Zion  Associa- 
tion to  provide  a  Shelter  Care  Home  for  youth  who  needed  temporary  care.  That 
facility  was  located  only  two  blocks  from  our  church  at  the  corner  of  Morehead 
and  Broad  Streets. 

On  August  25,  1974,  it  was  reported  to  the  deacons  that  the  E.  L.  Moser  pro- 
perty at  426  S.  Broad  Street  was  available  for  purchase.  This  was  located  on 
the  corner  of  Broad  and  Maple  next  to  the  Vernon  property.  On  September  8, 
it  was  decided  to  buy  that  property,  with  financing  of  $32,000  approved. 

The  church  approved  a  community  oriented  project  in  June  of  1975  when  ap- 
proval was  given  to  the  Mental  Health  Clinic  for  the  use  of  church  facilities 
for  diagnosis  and  treatment  programs  for  young  children.  That  continued  for 
several  years.  A  gift  of  $1,500  that  year  made  possible  a  new  sound  system  for 
the  sanctuary  and  radio  room. 

J.  C.  Thomas  left  as  minister  of  education  in  1976,  and  on  September  29  of 
that  year,  Roy  W.  Davis  was  called  to  replace  him.  He  assumed  his  duties  on 
November  1.  A  month  later,  Benjie  Spears  came  as  part-time  youth  minister 
for  the  church.  He  would  become  full-time  in  that  post  in  1977. 

With  the  arrival  of  1977,  there  came  a  new  problem  for  the  church  family- 
energy,  or  a  lack  of  it.  The  state  and  nation  were  suffering  from  a  sharp  energy 
crisis  in  that  year,  and  it  was  felt  at  almost  every  level  of  society.  North  Carolina 
Gov.  Jim  Hunt,  in  February,  asked  that  all  night  meetings  be  eliminated  in 
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order  that  heat  and  electricity  could  be  conserved.  The  church  made  cutbacks 
in  activities  to  comply  with  that  request. 

The  Rev.  Jay  Waugh  had  begun  a  special  ministry  in  Vermont  in  1977,  and 
the  local  church  was  planning  ways  of  supporting  the  church  which  he  was  ser- 
ving. Another  mission  effort  came  to  focus  again,  as  word  came  from  the  Rev. 
David  Gomez  in  Brazil  that  he  was  in  need  of  a  bus  for  his  ministry  there.  Funds 
from  our  own  bus  ministry  were  sent  to  him  to  help  fill  his  need.  Rev.  Gomez 
has  been  a  friend  of  First  Baptist  many  years,  and  he  has  been  in  our  church 
on  a  number  of  occasions  for  programs  about  his  work  in  Brazil. 

Another  piece  of  property  on  the  church  block  became  available  in  May  of 
1977,  and  the  church  moved  to  buy  the  Mary  Moser  Lee  house  at  $22,500. 

It  was  in  1977  that  attention  began  to  focus  again  on  the  Boy  Scout  troop  spon- 
sored by  the  church.  In  that  year,  the  troop  was  almost  non-existant,  but  an 
effort  was  started  to  rejuvenate  the  organization.  Two  new  members  were  ap- 
pointed to  the  Scout  Committee,  and  revitalization  began.  Bob  Finley  became 
scoutmaster,  and  with  the  help  of  others  in  the  church,  the  troop  began  to  grow 
and  became  active  once  more.  Jim  Cook  assisted,  and  membership  grew  as  the 
troop  became  involved  in  a  variety  of  activities. 

As  the  years  passed,  short  camping  trips  became  a  regular  activity,  a  scout 
room  was  established  in  the  church,  and  longer  camping  trips  were  undertaken 
to  such  places  as  the  woods  of  Maine. 

The  troop  has  had  several  Eagle  Scouts,  and  the  troop  received  a  national 
award  for  its  activities  in  1986. 

Another  special  missionary  effort  was  launched  in  the  fall  of  1977  when  An- 
nie Ivey  left  to  serve  a  year  in  Israel  as  a  special  missionary.  Making  the  ven- 
ture a  bit  unique  was  the  fact  that  Miss  Annie  began  that  mission  work  just 
two  days  after  she  celebrated  her  70th  birthday. 

Mission  work  was  nothing  new  for  Miss  Annie.  After  she  graduated  from  Burl- 
ington High  School  and  Burlington  Business  College,  she  studied  at  the  Women's 
Missionary  Union  Training  School  in  Louisville,  Ky.  She  began  her  work  as 
educational  director  at  the  Bayshore  Baptist  Church  in  Tampa,  Fla.,  and  she 
followed  that  with  work  as  Goodwill  Center  Director  for  the  Miami  Baptist 
Association.  She  later  was  with  the  Raleigh  Baptist  Association  and  then  was 
youth  director  for  the  Atlanta  Baptist  Association  where  she  worked  in  low- 
income  areas  with  kindergarten  children,  and  directed  clubs  for  older  children 
and  adults. 

In  1954  she  was  appointed  by  the  Home  Mission  Board  and  in  1957  she 
established  a  home  for  the  elderly,  provided  a  home  for  unwed  mothers  and  work- 
ed with  Jewish  people.  She  returned  to  Burlington  in  1970.  She  served  a  year 
in  Israel  and  then  returned  home  to  continue  her  own  mission  work.  She  works 
with  migrants  in  Caswell,  Person,  Orange  and  Alamance  Counties,  providing 
for  their  many  needs. 

In  December  of  1977,  a  new  milestone  in  the  church's  history  began  to  take 
shape  when  the  idea  of  women  serving  the  church  as  deacons  was  first  discuss- 
ed. That  matter  was  under  consideration  by  the  church  through  much  of  the 
next  year.  Finally,  in  November  of  1978,  a  survey  showed  most  members  favored 
the  proposal,  and  the  Deacons  voted  on  November  15  of  that  year  to  recommend 
to  the  church  that  the  role  of  deacons  be  opened  to  the  female  members  of  the 
congregation.  The  church  approved  the  action,  and  in  the  next  year's  voting, 
Betty  Carr  became  the  first  woman  elected  a  deacon  of  the  church.  She  was 
officially  welcomed  to  her  first  meeting  on  January  9,  1980. 
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In  1978,  Roy  Davis  left  as  minister  of  education,  to  be  succeeded  in  the  next 
year  by  the  Rev.  David  Goodroe.  Benjie  Spears  resigned  from  his  duties  at  the 
end  of  1978,  with  plans  to  enter  mission  work  which  would  eventually  carry 
him  to  Haiti. 

In  early  1979,  the  church  sold  the  parsonage  on  Edgewood  Avenue  for  $69,000. 
Dr.  Steele  and  Mrs.  Steele  had  built  their  own  home. 

On  September  19,1979,  the  church  called  Steve  Rumley  as  youth  minister. 

It  was  in  the  fall  of  that  year  that  one  of  the  Sunday  School  departments  in 
the  church,  Adult  II,  announced  it  would  undertake  the  sponsorship  of  refugee 
families  to  the  area.  This  was  part  of  an  effort  to  help  relocate  Vietnamese 
families  to  the  United  States,  and  since  that  first  family  came,  other  refugees 
have  been  relocated  here  through  the  efforts  of  the  department.  The  first  arriv- 
ed in  July  of  1980. 

The  church  was  incorporated  in  1980. 

In  1981,  the  church  encountered  a  pleasant  problem— a  budget  surplus  of 
$7,199.49.  That  money  was  divided  among  state  missions,  Dr.  David  Gomes' 
program  in  Brazil,  Southeastern  Baptist  Seminary  and  expenses  for  the 
convention. 

Jay  Waugh's  ministry  in  Vermont  received  some  special  help  in  1981,  as  Fan- 
nie Littell  and  Nell  Warren  went  there  to  assist  him  in  the  work  of  his  little 
Baptist  Church.  Fannie  Littell  was  another  from  the  church  who  had  attended 
the  Women's  Missionary  Union  Training  School  in  Louisville.  She  had  later 
served  as  minister  of  education  at  First  Baptist  Church  in  Fayetteville. 

In  April  of  1981,  the  seed  for  another  major  ministry  of  the  church  was  planted. 
A  pre-school  program  was  discussed  as  was  an  after-school  and  summer  camp 
type  program.  A  month  later,  approval  was  given  to  a  self-supporting  program 
for  children  to  be  conducted  by  the  church.  That  operation  continues  today  ser- 
ving pre-school  children  and  those  needing  after-school  care. 

The  next  year,  1982,  brought  still  another  ministry  which  was  destined  to 
reach  beyond  any  the  church  had  ever  undertaken.  It  came  to  be  known  as  the 
Caribbean  Beacon  Outreach. 

Under  that  program,  a  radio  broadcast  of  an  edited  version  of  each  11  a.  m. 
Sunday  service  is  beamed  to  more  than  five  million  English  speaking  people 
in  the  Caribbean  and  northern  South  America.  The  service  is  edited  to  30 
minutes,  beginning  with  a  theme  and  a  disclaimer  about  money.  No  money  is 
solicited,  as  the  program  is  paid  for  by  the  church.  The  broadcast  includes  con- 
gregational songs,  special  music,  and  20  minutes  of  sermon.  There  is  a  request 
for  mail,  and  the  offer  of  a  free  Bible  is  made. 

The  idea  originated  in  1982  with  a  letter  from  the  Caribbean  Beacon 
Ministries,  a  corporation  which  owned  three  stations  on  the  island  of  Anguilla, 
West  Indies.  The  first  broadcast  was  on  Easter  Sunday,  1982,  and  in  the  years 
to  1987,  more  than  a  thousand  letters  had  been  received,  at  least  one  from  every 
island  in  the  Caribbean  and  from  three  South  American  Nations.  In  that  time, 
more  than  6,000  Bibles  and  Testaments  were  given  away.  In  addition,  Sunday 
School  literature  was  approved  every  quarter  for  those  three  years.  Doris  Steele, 
the  pastor's  wife,  packed  the  literature  and  sent  it  to  the  churches  in  the  area. 
Letters  came  back  ranging  from  professions  of  faith  to  requests  for  prayer  and 
thanks  for  the  material  received. 

In  1984,  a  team  of  mission  volunteers  from  First  Baptist  went  to  Guyana  and 
ministered  in  the  churches,  the  national  hospital  and  several  dental  clinics  at 
the  invitation  of  the  Foreign  Mission  Board.  During  that  visit,  the  group 
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met  many  listeners  to  the  broadcast.  Making  that  trip  were  Dr.  Alex  Alexander, 
dentist,  Frank  Mayo,  Janet  Eskridge,  Czarina  Andrews,  Richard  Morin,  and 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Steele. 

In  1987,  the  broadcast  was  moved  from  the  Caribbean  Beacon  to  the  Atlantic 
Beacon,  from  1610  on  the  AM  dial  to  1570  AM.  The  new  station  is  on  South 
Caicos  Island  and  reaches  the  Caribbean  as  well  as  many  areas  of  the 
southeastern  United  States. 

By  September  of  1982,  the  Child  Care  Ministry  had  90  pre-schoolers  enroll- 
ed, and  25  in  the  after-school  program.  The  Boy  Scout  program  continued  to 
prosper,  as  well,  with  26  boys  in  the  troop  in  April  of  1984. 

In  June  of  1984,  the  church  voted  to  become  a  part  of  the  ACTS  television 
ministry,  the  television  ministry  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention.  The  church 
joined  the  Mt.  Zion  Association's  effort  to  become  a  part  of  the  local  cable  televi- 
sion offerings.  That  local  group  incorporated  in  April  of  1985  and  the  SBC  net- 
work was  shown  on  Channel  25  in  Alamance  County. 

David  Goodroe  left  to  take  the  pastorate  of  a  church  in  Wilmington,  and  to 
replace  him  in  the  church's  education  ministry,  Mike  Timmerman  was  called 
in  July  of  1984.  In  November  of  1984,  the  church  also  undertook  a  full-church 
inventory,  with  all  members  contacted,  and  an  invitation  issued  to  those  who 
were  inactive.  There  were  391  in  Sunday  School  that  day,  and  525  attended 
an  Inventory  and  Invitation  Sunday  dinner  at  the  church. 

The  church  was  saddened  in  December  of  1984  by  the  death  of  Dr.  Carlton 
S.  Prickett,  pastor  emeritus.  Dr.  Prickett  had  lived  an  active  retirement,  serv- 
ing a  number  of  churches  as  interim  pastor  and  supplying  needs  wherever  he 
was  called. 

In  the  years  since  Dr.  Steele  came  to  First  Baptist,  there  has  been  a  long  list 
of  members  of  the  church  who  have  been  ordained  to  christian  service.  They 
have  included  Benjie  Spears,  Everett  Rumley,  Dana  Slack,  Allen  Johnson,  Bill 
Wardlow,  June  Wardlow,  Carolyn  Jarvis  Doherty,  Susan  Jobe  Humphrey, 
Charla  B.  Littell,  Carolina  Veno,  Jeff  Hartsock,  Ed  Buffington,  Susan  Finley, 
David  Waugh,  Phil  Waugh,  Jesse  Ray  Waugh,  Ben  Franklin,  Steve  Rumley 
and  Robert  Sparks.  That  list  includes  missionaries,  ministers,  youth  workers 
and  music  ministers.  In  addition  to  those  individuals,  the  church  has  also  given 
two  college  presidents— Dr.  Adrian  Wiggins  of  Campbell  University,  and  Dr. 
Christopher  White  of  Gardner-Webb  College. 

As  1986  drew  to  a  close,  a  new  minister  of  music  arrived  in  time  for  the 
Christmas  season.  He  was  Joel  Marshall. 

Excitement  within  the  church  family  grew  as  plans  began  to  develop  for  a 
100th  birthday  celebration.  The  pastor  and  others  of  the  church  staff  appeared 
in  period  costumes  at  least  once  a  month  to  call  attention  to  the  upcoming  event, 
and  there  were  special  periods  in  services  devoted  to  the  centennial. 

The  centennial  month  of  July  1987  began  with  the  Lord's  Supper  on  the  first 
Sunday  in  the  month,  July  5.  The  following  Sunday,  Bill  Poe,  president  of  the 
N.  C.  State  Baptist  Convention  was  the  speaker  at  the  morning  worship  ser- 
vice, and  Marion  Lark,  chairman  of  the  Historical  Commission  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention,  spoke  at  the  evening  service. 

On  the  third  Sunday,  July  19,  Dr.  Roy  Smith,  general  secretary  of  the  N.  C. 
State  Baptist  Convention,  spoke  in  the  morning,  and  at  the  7  p.  m.  service,  there 
was  a  musical  proclamation  of  the  body  of  Christ. 

The  big  event  came  on  July  26,  and  the  sanctuary  was  filled  to  overflowing 
by  members  present  and  past,  by  friends  of  the  church,  and  by  members  of 
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the  families  of  past  ministers.  Many  wore  period  costumes,  and  every  pastor 
of  First  Baptist  was  represented  by  a  First  Baptist  member  in  costume  who  took 
on  the  identity  of  the  pastors  in  years  gone  by. 

In  the  afternoon,  there  was  a  picnic  under  a  big  tent  in  the  church  yard,  follow- 
ed by  a  slide  program  in  the  Fellowship  Hall. 
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First  Baptist  Church  Cottage  at  Ridgecrest 


100th  Anniversary  Service,  Julv  25,  1987 


In  the  first  100  years  of  First  Baptist  Church,  many  from  its  membership  went 
out  to  fulltime  Christian  service.  Some  went  as  pastors,  others  as  missionaries, 
some  in  music,  others  as  chaplains  or  college  presidents. 

But  whatever  their  area  of  concentration,  their  aim  was  to  serve  Jesus  Christ. 

Those  who  have  taken  this  step  during  the  history  of  the  church  are  shown 
here: 


Edward  Buffington 
.  .  .  Pastor 


J.  Melvin  Butler 

.  .  Music  director, 

organist 


J.  Howard  Cates 
.  .  .  Pastor 


Clyde  H.  Cooke 

.  .  .  Pastor, 

Baptist  Home  director 


Robert  L.  Councilman 
.  .  .  Pastor 


Carolyn  Doherty  and 

husband  Lou 

.  .  .  Inter  Varsity 

Christian  Fellowship 
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Susan  Dale  Finley 
.  .  .  Church  music, 
religious  education 


Tennala  Abner  Gross 
.  .  .  Pastor's  wife 


J.  Parks  Hackney 
.  .  .  Pastor 


Edwin  M.  Hadley  Jr. 

.  .  Pastoral  counseling, 

family  therapist 


Jeff  Hartsock 
.  Youth  Minister 


Susan  Humphrey 
and  husband  Doug 
.  Campus  Crusade  for 
Christ 


Annie  Ivey 
.  .  Missionary 


A.  D.  Kinnett 
.  .  .  Pastor 


Charla  Baer  Littell 
.  .  Hospital  chaplain 
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Bobby  Martin 
Missionary 


Nancy  Palmer  Martin 
Missionary 


O.  D.  Moore 
.  .  .  Pastor 


Fannie  Overman  Littell 

.  .  Educational  Director, 

Mission  Volunteer 


James  Howard  Pernell 
.  .  .  Pastor 


Everett  L.  Rumley,  Jr. 
.  .  .  Supply  Pastor 


Steven  A.  Rumley 
.  .  .  Pastor 


G.  Dana  Slack 
.  .  .  Pastor 


Robert  Glenn  Sparks 
.  .  .  Minister  of  Music 
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J.  Benjamin  Spears 
.  .  Missionary,  Pastor 


W.  Isaac  Terrell 
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